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Attached pertains to a conversatio 
between Martin Luther King, Jr., 
President, Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, and Stanley 
Levison, his principal advisor and 
long-time secret Communist Party 
member. These two discuss the I 
current political situation 
relating to the Deiw^fctic 
Presidential race. 

Pertinent information in the 
attached will be furnished the 
White House only, if you approve. 
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head Memorandum (LRM) containing Information from k(/J 
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OECLASSIFiuai On March 26, 1968 , a confidential source, who 

I ** as rurrtisbed reliable information in the past, advised ,-w 

that Derate Donald, Secretary to Martin Luther King, Jr., 
head of xhe Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC), requested Stanley Levison to prepare a letter for 
colleges pointing out that King is not a candidate for 
the presidency and that there is no campaign material 
available. She said she wanted this letter, because due 
to the "Time" Magazine, College Presidential Poll in 
April, letters have been received from many colleges asking 
for campaign material and King's appearance at these colleges. X 

The source learned that later on March 26, 1968, 

Stanley Levison discussed with Martin Luther King, Jr., the 
request from Dora McDonald to prepare a letter stating King 
is not a presidential candidate. Levison suggested that 
King's position, on this college poll, should be to state 
that he. King, does not want to be included as a candidate 
because his candidates are those who are strongly opposed to 
the (Vietnam) war or those in favor of ending the war and 
those who support the principles of the President's Commission 
on Civil Disorders. Levison continued that as King sees it, 
there are only two candidates who reflect these points of 
view, namely. Senators Robert Kennedy and Eugene McCarthy, 
and King would prefer not tol>e a third candidate and split 
the anti-war candidates, 
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Martin Luther King 



King agreed Kith this suggestion. He noted that 
he already determined that he would say he is not a candidate 
and is not interested in becoming one. He felt a better 
way to handle the requests wouldjDe to send some material 
such as some of his speeches 


Levison commented that if King were to be a 
candidate in the college poll he, Levison, could envision 
King polling a number of votes, along with Kennedy and McCarthy 
which would result in President Johnson emerging the winner 
in the collegiate poll. Levison pointed out that, in taking 
the position he suggested. King would be "blessing both 
McCarthy^and Kennedy", and not making a choice yet between 


them. 


i 


King stated this is the position he has followed 
thus far, that both are good, competent men, committed to 
the principles they are concerned about. He added, however, 
that they should be realistic enough to see that, if there 
is any possibility of stopping President Johnson, It will 
be Kennedy, 


Levison agreed,stating that many liberals are 
being sentimental and not very wise because Kennedy will have 
a tough Job in stopping President Johnson. He said it cannot 
be done "with a Galahad, like McCarthy". He added that he 
keeps pointing out that McCarthy was less progressive than 
Kennedy in the past. Levison agreed with King that McCarthy 
has not been as strong on civil rights as has Kennedy 


Levison and King agreed that President Johnson 
has his greatest strength among the working class and among 
Hegroes, that McCarthy has no strength among these groups, 
but that Kennedy does. They agreed also that Kennedy will 
split the Negro vote with Levison addipg that Kennedy also 
will split the working class vote. 
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Martin Luther King 
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King expressed the opinion that at some point 
along the campaign trail Kennedy and McCarthy will have to 
get together, Levison then criticized McCarthy 1 s stubborness 


on thl6 point, stating that he would have expected McCarthy 
to say he 'will finish up, do a tremendous Job in Wisconsin, 
then withdraw. 
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April 19 # 1968 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Dear Sir, 

Have you considered the possibility that Ma Tt— 
LutheiMcinq was "murdered" at his own request? He 
wanted to be a martyr, having illusions of being Christ* 

It co-incided with Good Friday. His last speeches and 
references to his funeral point in that direction* 

Fir. King was not the peaceful man he wanted to appear. 
He had an uncanny power to incite people into a frenzy* 

His fiery references to the "promised land" were enough to 
drive his people into ecstacy, instilling in them the desire 
to overrun everything that came in their path* 

Don't let your desire to find the murderer lead you 
into making one man the scapegoat for it, in order to 
appease the public. The real murderer will never be found; 
it was arranged that way. 

For the sake of justice 
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Mundelein, Illinois 60060 


Dearj 




I received your letter of April 15th, 


As you are undoubtedly aware the FBI, a£the 
specific request of the Attorney General, has Instituted to 
investigation into the circumstances surrounding the slaving 
of Martin Luther King. I can assure you thU inquiry is being 
conducted in a most thorough and expeditious manner. 2s the 
head of a strictly investigative agency of the Federal Govern¬ 
ment, It would not • a be proper for me to make fey 
comment relative to your Inquiry. 


Sincerely yours. 


MAJLEG 12 


APR 2 3 1968 


J. Edgar Hoover 


COMM-FM 



NOTE: Bufiles Indicate that in 1965 correspondent advised Senator.Fatil 1 
.pouglas that he had information that an eramining doctor at die Draft. *•. 

I:. :induction Center in Chicago received money to illegally classify!an : 
^pductee as having palsy. Inv^^Hc&rbsulted in the indictment am! 
arrest of an alleged inductee and* 4$toiious Chicago physician. Prosecution 
.Is pending at this time for alleged* violations^ the Selective Service 
Act, conspiracy and fraud ag^inpj die fcov£rnment. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D.C. 



Attn: Mr* J. Edgar Hoover, 

v * / 

i r 

Dear Mr. Hoover: ^ 

S ' (\ 

The eulogizing of the "fork-mouthed” Martin Luther King by the politicians 
afraid of losing the Negro vote as well as others not knowing better is thoroughly 
disgusting. 



I have not seen any statement of ytxirs alluding to his assassination and, 
believing like yourself that he was one of the greatest liars in the TTnited States, 
I would appreciate your comments concerning his passing. 
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He Bureau alrtel to Cleveland, 12/T/67; Bureau 

I/ 29 / 68? 0 Bureau ' 1 au * fc*? (<- 


y 


Enclosed for the Bureau are eleven (11) copies of 
an LHM setting forth information relative to an allegation that 
Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KINO had ordered a shipment of 12,OCX) 
Remington automatic rifles. Two copies are being sent to the 
Atlanta Office as it was origin in the MARTIN LUTHER KINO oase; 
two informational ooples are being sent to the New York Office 
as this allegation reportedly was started by an individual 
in the New York area. 

Cleveland is setting forth the results of all 
interviews in this matter In the attached X£M in the event the 
Bureau wants to disseminate it; Cleveland is taking no further 
action In this natter as inquiry at the Remington Arms Company 
indicated Reverend J&fG never ordered any f Ireanns from that 
oonqpany. 

Bureau (lap'll) (RM) 

2 - Atlanta ( 100-5586 - MARTIN LUTHER KINO) (too. 2) (DM) 
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FEDERAL SUSKAU Of INYXfTICATION 




Cleveland, Ohio 
April 25, 1968 


REVEREND MARTIN LOTHER K11I0 



In 1966 and 196 
organizations, 
was 19 years of 
Birch Society. 


a letter to 
statedt 


>^jeek^^n 


• C., and Cleveland on several occasions 
information regarding various 
ndicated in his letters that he 
and was a member of the John 


ubmltted 

which 





"Dear Senator Leusche, 



"I have been informed by a v ery reliable source 
that the 1 Rev. T Mart in i,. King has ordered a shipment or 
12,000 Remington automatic rifles ... ..—*■..■■■ 


I have been aware of Dr. Xing f s extensive 
Communist background for *uite some time, but this still 
came as a shock to me. The Communists expect to take 
over this country by 1975 at the very latest. I have 
no doubt that they will be successful. 

•in any event, we still have about 5 years of 
freedom remaining and I thank God that I am able to write 
you in this manner and ask for any Information you may 
have in regard to The Xing and his rifles. 


i 


"Very sincerely yours. 


AH.jrrWmiKED 

T ’ T~ IT:~ \^r 1F I£D 
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The above letter was furnished to the FBI in 
Washington, D.C., by C4 ZAMSGUE. 
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REVEREND MARTIN LUTHER KIHG 

^ 2 - q / s£./ 

On February 1 , 1968, PETER J^ VARONOF, 
was intervieweavby SAs 1 
He furnished the fol 


Tim 

and 

inrormation: 


hio, 




VARON0? advised that he was a Baptist minister and 
is presently semi*retire d. He aaid h » «« * inn^h^nn 

In R avenna. Ohio, with 

_ __ 0 * _r ' T v _r *» 

rr or early November/ 

who was accompanied by his assistant, told Vi 
about KING*8 purchaseof 12,000 Remington 

rifles, ^^^^^^mentionea that king had used his personal 
check to purchase the rifles, and that the Remington Company . - 
in Springfield, Massachusetts, had confirmed KXHG*s purchase of V 
the above mentioned rifles. 



Vith regard to the Information about the burning 
of cities, Mr. VARONOF stated that there was an article in 
the editorial page of a newspaper in Mansfield, Ohio, which 
reported the plan of the communists to bum 20 American 

This article appeared in September or October, 1 96/. 


Citi.es 


VARONOF*s speech before the "Crusade for Odd and 
Freedom, Inc.," was only information which VARONOF was passing 
along on a second-hand basis. 


Throughout the conversation with VARONOF, he pointed 
out his concern over the threat of communism in taking over 
younger people in America and in taking over America through 

the Peace Corps and Vista 


4 .. 

ILiUU Ui 


organisations 


lucn 


On March 4 , 1968, Mansfield 

News Journal, the only Mansfiel™Ohio newspaper, made availably 
his personal file of all editorials written by him for the I 
period June - December, 1967 , and these editorials were reviewed 
but there was no such editorial regarding the burning of 20 
American cities as planned by Communists. 


,444 4 .. 

iuui tiua, 


4.V. 

t/XJC 


.4 4 4 

9uiburj.11 


ptgcB for all v«w p«p«r« 

Issued In September and October, 1967, which are now on micro- 
;eviewed and this also met with negative reaulta. 

‘advised that he personally could not recall such ah 
.ng written by him and he felt if such an article | 
appeared on the editorial page. It might have been in the "Letters 
to the Editor" section and if this were the case he would have jno 
recollection of same. 
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RE: REVEREND MARTI" lUTHER KING 




that he i 
ring the F 
una with one 
entloned tha 
0 shotguns f 
ssachusett 


r-srammi 


_ ui iz sone machinery 

r.g-rcr attts Companyr^^^«^ r during a visit to the 
Fer.li.jKtor. Corner.;/ a^out a year ago, had occasion to see several 
la -«-'e o-alleles of guns to be shipped by Remington; 
<•' * c f Arabian countries and another was for 
* * i* ' 1*1,000 shotguns wit h 18 Inch ba rrels, 

issrc ;is Information on torelative. 
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DIRECTOR. FBI 


FROM 


SAC, CHICAGO (100-35356) (P) 


SUBJECT: BACIAL DISTURBANCES FOLLOWING 
Assassination of martin lutki 
KING, Jr*, 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, 

BEGINNING EVENING, 4/4/68 
RM 
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Remyairtel and ihm dated 4/16/68, above caption* 

Enclosed for the Bureau are 12 copies of an LHM 
setting forth information concerning captioned natter* A 
copy of this LHM is also being provided the Springfield Office 
for information* 

Chicago is continuing to folios this matter and 
all pertinent Chicago racial sources continue assigned to 
develop any additional data possible relative to captioned 
matter* The Bureau and interested office will be Immediately 
advised of any subsequent developments. 


Bureau (Enc. 12) CRM) * ~ _ 

(1 a 100-106670) (MARTIN LUTHER PNG , JR.) ^. r . 

Sprihgfield (Enc* lj 090 f ‘ 7 ■ 

Chi^Eigo (4 - 157-350) ^POSSIBLE RACIAL VIOLENCE, MAJOR]URBAN 
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Reference is made to Chicago memoranda, above 
caption and that of "Assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.," 
dated in the period April 9-12, 1968, and April 16. 1968. 


It might briefly be noted that the above 
communications concerned themselves with major disturbances 
which took place in Chicago over the period of April 5-7, 
1968. gradually subsiding from that point until the removal 
of Illinois National Guard (ING) forces and United States 
Army troops was effected, these forces having been ordered 
to Chicago during the initial phases of the disturbances 
to restore order. 


On April 15, 1968. various Chicago sources 
advised, and Chicago's press media contained voluminous 
information concerning an unscheduled press conference held 
that date by Chicago's Mayor Richard J. Daley. During the 
course of this press conference Daley was critical of the ac¬ 
tios of the Chicago Police Department (PD) and its Superintendent 
James B. Conlisk, Jr., for their actions in connection with 
the control of the previous disorders. Daley announced that 
he was forming a special blue ribbon committee of nine 
members to investigate the conduct of the PD. as well as the 
Chicago Fire Department fCFD) and ING forces during the course 
of these disturbances. 

The coBiinittss appointed by Daley was to he headed 
by United States District Court (USDC) Judge Richard B. Austin 
and was to include the following individuals: 
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Franklin Kreml, member, Chicago PD 
Advisory Board 


Charles Siragusa, Executive Director, 
Illinois Crime Commission 


Daniel Walker, President of the 
Chicago Crime Commission 

Justin Stanley, President, 

Chicago Bar Association 

Thomas Mulroy, former President of the 
Chicago Crime Commission 

Ray Simon. Chicago Corporation Counsel 

M. P. Vanema, President, Chicago Association 
of Commerce and Industry 

William E. Petersen, President, Cook County 
Bar Association 

According to local news media, at this press 
conference Mayor Daley had stated he had ordered Police 
Superintendent Conlisk, prior to the racial disturbances, 
to “shoot to kill" arsonists and to “shoot to malm or cripple" 
looters. Mayor Daley stated that as of this date he had 
reissued both orders to Superintendent Conlisk concerning 
any future riots. He had also ordered the use of the chemical 
Mace against teen-agers or other rioters and criticized the 
failure of the PD to adequately utilize Mace during the 
disorders. 


Daley advised the news media representatives at 
this press conference that he had discovered on this date, 

April 15. 1968, that these orders referred to previously 
had never been issued to Chicago police officers prior to 
or during the disturbance. In connection with the question 
put to Mayor Daley as to the possible removal of Superintendent 
Conlisk. he advised he would await the findings of the nine 
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man committee appointed by him before making any decision. 

As well as actions of city agencies and ING forces, the 
committee is to look into all ramifications of the extensive 
arson activities during the recent disorders, the widespread 
dissemination of rumors and the extensive looting. An effort 
will be made by this committee to determine whether or not 
any conspiracy was involved in any aspect of these disorders. 
Daley was quoted by various news media as follows, "I said 
to Superintendent Conlisk very emphatically and very 
definitely that I wanted an order issued to the police at 
once, over his signature to shoot to kill any arsonists, or 
anyone with a molotov cocktail in hand to fire a Chicago 
building. I told Conlisk to issue an order to police to shoot 
to maim or cripple anyone looting any stores in our city.” 
Daley stated that riot probers would also look into the 
fact that telephone lines in Chicago were jammed with calls 
during the disorders and that expressway traffic had seemed 
unusually heavy. 

On April 15, 1968. a confidential source who has 
furnished reliable information in the past, advised that on 
April 12, 1968, Chicago's Mayor Daley had met with some 60 
representatives of Chicago business and industry. Daley 
had requested these individuals to furnish 25,000 jobs for 
youths of the city during the coming summer to counteract 
the widespread unemployment of this age group during this 
summer time. This age group specifically would be inclusive 
of the years 16 to 21. Mr. Morgan Murphy, an executive of 
the Commonwealth Edison Company,is to chair this committee 
which will be known as Mayor Daley's Summer Jobs for Youth 
Committee. 



1968, 


temnrial march for King was held between the hours of 7:30- 
fi:30 PM in the village. The march was sponsored by the 
Arlington Heights Human Relations Commission and some 250 
persons, primarily Caucasian participated. The affair was 
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peaceful with no incidents or arrests having occurred, 

source, during the latter hours 
of April 15 ^i33s. rdvised that Chicago remained calm at the 
present time, that tensions continued to exist in the 
predominantly Negro-ghetto areas of the city, however, there 
had been no recent incidents which hrd transpired which 
could be related to the recent disorders. 

On April 16, 1 C ?A8. Chicago’s news media 
continued to afford extensive coverage arc commentary to 
the remarks made Mayor Daley at his press conference 
the previous day. 

Various news articles contained an order issued 
by Police Superintendent Conlisl: to all com.i»anding officers 
of the department :s o tv.t olt of the Mayor's instructions 
to him. the order as follows. ’’Arson, attempted arson, 
burglary and attempted burglary i.re forcible felonies. Such 
force as is necessary, including deadly force, shall be 
used to prevent the commission of these offenses and to 
prevent the escape of perpetrators. Commanding officers 
will insure the above and general order 67-14 will continually 
be reviewed at all role calls effective immediately, and 
continuing through April 22, 1964.” 

As a matter of in/ornation, it might be noted 
that general police order 67-14 was issued by a former Chicago 
police superintendent. 0. W. Wilson. May 16, 1967, and is 
as follows: ’'Police are not to 1) fire into crowds; 2) fire 
over heads of crowds except on orders from officer above rank 
of captain; 3) fire warning shots where there is chance of 
injuring bystanders; 4) fire into buildings or through doors 
where person fired at is not clearly visible.*' Local press 
articles reflect considerable controversy had been aroused 
in the community as a result of the Mayor's remarks and 
instructions to the police superintendent. Various represen¬ 
tatives of the Negro community and civil rights leaders were 
quoted as deploring the Mayor's comments with various 
representatives of other interested groups commenting in a 
laudatory fashion. For example, Reverend Jesse Jackson, National 
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Director, Operation Breadbasket, economic arm of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, referred to the Mayor's 
statement as "facistisresponse. *' Jackson stated that he 
interpreted the Mayor’s remarks to naan that police should 
have more regard for property and cans of food than human 
life. 


John Me Dewiott. Executive Director, Catholic 
Racial Council, was critical of the Mayor’s comments saying 
history would recall April 15, 1958. was the low point of 
Mayor Daley’s attention. V.c D?mott noted that race relations 
in Chicago are in ar. extremely delicate and critical 
condition with the situation at flashpoint, calling for a 
most careful and sensitive bundling by the city's leaders. 

Me Demott felt that the Mayor's request for more aggressive 
police reaction was like throwing a molotov cocktail at an 
ammunition dump. 


Josspn J. Lc Fcvour. Prericont, Fraternal Order 
of Police, was noted as having sort a telegram to Mayor 
Daley pTaising his statements and comments. 


In this same vain. Brigadier General Richard T. 
Dunn, Commander cf the ING, and in charge of ING forces 
in Chicago during the recent disorders was quoted in the 
press to the effect thnt police behavior in general "indicated 
satisfactory performance" so far as ho was concerned. Dunn 
stated that he was not in Chicago prior to the late evening 
of April 5, 19G8. but after ho became personally involved 
in the situation, actions of the police which he had observed, 
had all seemed perfectly proper to him. He was quoted as 
having stated "I personally saw' police bringing 
a halt in buildings out there-." 


reliable 




Chicago's 
people involved 


the past, _ 

__ advised on April 16, 1968, that 
enia generally was having difficulty finding 
in the upper echelons of industry or the 
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community generally who would publicly back Mayor Daley's 
comment for a more aggressive response to disorders. This 
source advised that many Individuals contacted for comments 
in this regard seemed to agree with the Mayor's firm stand,but fe It 
however, that the timing of his statement, together with 
the public criticism of the PD at this time was highly 
inappropriate. 

Chicago's sources generally knowledgeable concerning 
racial conditions on the west and south sides of the city, 
during the afternoon and evening of April 16, 1968, were . 
contacted and advised that although there are no known planned 
acts of violence, or demonstrations in these communities as 
a result of the Mayor's recent comments, his remarks were 
received with much displeasure and resentment. The sources 
advised that these comments have appeared to have Increased 
the already existing tensions and anti-power structure 
attitudes of many residents of these areas. 



CdEKNTIAL 


In connection with another facet of the recent 
Chicago disturbances, it might be noted at this point that 
the Blackstone Rangers, large and violent Negro youth gang 
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sources to be engaged in extortion activities against merchants 
and business establishments In that area, in an implied or 
indirect promise of protection of these merchants for 
contributions and donations to the Rangers. The PD reportedly 
has been making investigation into these charges. 


In this connection a press conference was held 
on April 16. 1968, on Chicago's south side and at this press 
conference representatives of two south side Chicago business 
men's associations denied reports that the Rangers had been 
operating an extortion racket against local businessmen. A 
statement issued by these associations praised the Rangers for 
helping to keep down violence in the Wood lawn-Jackson Park 
area on the south side during the disorders. These spokesmen 
did concede, however, that there had undoubtedly been 
isolated extortions where some individuals had attempted to 
take advantage of the tense situation in this fashion. 
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the late evening hours of April 16, 1968, 
^^^HH^^^source advised that there had been several 
sniper fire reported in the area of Oak and 
Larabee Streets, on Chicago*s near north side within the 
past hour or so. The sniping had been directed at Chicago 
firemen as they answered fire calls in this area, the 
fire calls proving to be false alarms. It appeared the 
alarms had been turned in for this area, with the sniping 
taking place when the fijn^^jmjJy^^^ered the vicinity of 
the fire boxes involve<^H^^^^^^^^Fwere dispatched to 
escort fire apparatus i^ca 1 Is in this area during 
the course of the evening. The area was quiet as of this 
time and no injuries have resulted from the sniper fire. The 
source advised that these activities took place in the area 
of the near north side where disorders had occurred over 
the weekend of April 5-7, 1968. 


7 



(■ 


RACIAL J)I.V;\JIiBANC;Ji> FOLLOWING 
ASSASSINATION OF K\RTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR., CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, 
BEGINNING APRIL 4, 1968 



IDEUM 


Oil April 17, 1968, Chicago's news media 
continued to report extensively on the controversy which 
had arisen surrounding comments made by Chicago's Mayor 
Daley on April 15, 1968, concerning orders to shoot 
arsonists and shoot to stop orders against looters during 
disturbnnces. 

In articles appearing in Chicago's newspapers 
in general circulation on this date, Mayor Daley was noted 
as having stated that his orders had been misunderstood and 
blown out of all proportion. The Mayor explained that his 
shoot to hill orders refer to "obvious" arsonists, continuing 
that "if they are burning the buildings down, they should be 
shot." The Mayor added that this order would apply to arsonists 
in future disturbances. 

In reporting comments of various local personages 
and individuals familiar with the Chicago situation, various 
newspapers contain comments, pro and con concerning the 
Mayor's recent remarks. Former Chicago Police Superintendent 
0. W. Wilson was reported to have supported Mayor Daley's 
comments, stating that the furor over his order was "an 
incredible misunderstanding*" Wilson felt that Mayor Daley 
was proposing action within the framework of Illinois law, 
noting that the Mayor was not proposing shooting in lieu of 
arrest but was referring to tiie use of deadly force in 
effecting lawful arrest. 

The "Chicago Tribune", a major Chicago newspaper, 
an an editorial on April 17, 1968, strongly supported Mayor 
Daley's position, pointing out that many homes and businesses 
destroyed during the disturbances might have been saved if 
more force had beer* used to crush the riot at its beginningings. 
The editorial pointed out that the orders to the police by 
Mayor Daley served notice on arsonists and looters that they 
would start further orgies of destruction at their own peril* 
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In an article appearing in another major Chicago 
newspaper, the "Chicago Sun-Times", on April 16 , 1968, 

Professor Fred Inbau, Professor of Criminal Law at Northwestern 
University and President of Americans for Effective Law 
Enforcement, was noted as stating that police were justified 
in shooting to kill in certain instances. Inbau had stated 
"if the only way the police can prevent arsonists and looters 
from escaping is to shoot them,then shoot them." 

Continuing in connection with the controversy 
which had arisen subsequent to Mayor Daley's press conference, 
a third confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised that on April 17, 1968, Jesse 
Jackson, National Director, Operation Breadbasket (GB), the 
economic arm of the SCLC, had held a press conference in 
Chicago. At this press conference, Jackson had announced 
that since Mayor Daley has declared war upon black people, 
through his orders to the Chicago Police Department, ministers 
affiliated with OB will stage a massive march and "prayer-in" 
at Chicago's City Hall, as well as marches into "uncivilized 
areas", presumed by the source to mean white communities of 
Chicago, sometime in the near future. This activity would 
be in protest of the Mayor's comments. Jackson was unable 
to give any specific date as to when this activity would 
take place on the part of OB. He stated, however, it would 
hopefully be within the next week. 

During the late evening of April 17, 1968, 

Chicago's press media carried stories which indicated that 
Mayor Daley had to some extent qualified his comments made 

c. toy 

who has furnished reliable iniorraation 

available the text of a statement made by Mayor Daley 

on this date at a meeting of the Chicago City Council. 

The statement is as follows: 


at his press conference on April 15, 1968. 


V 4 L * r* M a M 

A U tilAD WUUCL VlV/U v 





Throughout the nation on May 1st the *e will be the observance 
of Law Day. This is the eleventh annual observance but at noiime 
can this occasion have greater significance to every citizen, 

\ 

It is the established policy of the Police Department — fully 

% 

supporiec by tins administration -- that only minimum force necessary 
be used by policemen in carrying out-their duties.^ But this established 
policy was never intended to support permissive violence, destruction, 
and a complete denial for that respect for law which is vital to our demo¬ 
cratic way of life. 

Certainly an officer should do everything in his power to make an 
arrest -- to prevent a crime -- by utilizing minimum force necessary. But 
I cannot believe that any citizen would hold that policemen should permit an 
arsonist to carry out his dangerous, murderous mission when minimum 
force necessary cannot prevent or deter him. There are few crimes that 
hold the potential of loss of life, or threat to the entire community as does 
arson. 


Nor do I believe that any citizen supports the theory that in times 
* of riot and chaos any person has the right to willfully and maliciously 
throw a brick through a store window for the purpose of burglary, encourage 
mob behavior and urge persons to become burglars and thieves and thus 


expose themselves to serious injury from possible police action. Again, 


that person should be rest 
but ne canr*Gv g*vc*» pc. 


rained if possible by minimum force necessary -- 
missive rights for his criminal action. 


( 



Much hr.b been written and said -- and I have been both 
highly praised and bitterly criticized -- about the role of the police during 
a dangerous and inflammable riot. » 


I believe the basic responsibility of the Police Department is 


to protect the hundreds of thousands of citizens of the community -- from 


loss of life, destruction and mayhem. 

There can be no possible justification of a deliberate criminal 

act which results in helpless and homeless victims of a holocaust. All the 
# • 

people on the West Side had one universal demand -- protect us from the 
‘arsonists -- from the looter, from the mob and its leaders. 

Men poised with Molotov cocktails, incendiaries, or fire bombs 
of any kind -- are the same as the assasins who pulled the triggers on the 
guns that killed the Rev. Martin Luther King and the late President John F, 
Kennedy. "*•' — 

We cannot resign outselves to the proposition that civil protest 
must lead to death and evastatior* -- to abandonment of the law that Is 
fundamental for the preservation of the rights of all people and their freedom. 
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On April 18, 1968, Chicago’s press media continued 
to report extensive information relating to Mayor Daley's 
original comments made at the April 15, 1968, press 
conference. Specifically, an article in the afternoon edition 
of the "Chicago Daily News" was captioned "Daley's 'Shoot' Order 
Regarded by Negroes as War Decree." The article alleged 
that the Mayor's "shoot to kill" order in future disturbances 
had stirred new tensions in riot torn areas on Chicago's 
west side. It continued that Negro r^Ki^ntR nf this area 
generally the Lawndale and Garfield Park communities, not 
identified inthe article, were interpreting the Mayor's 
announcement as a declaration of open war on black people. 

It had stated that youths on the v/est side were preparing 
for an all-out fight against police and other law enforcement 
agencies who adopted such hard line tactics in the event of 
another disturbance. Supposedly, according to this article, 
adults, not identified, were shocked by the Mayor's order 
and were "talking about" organizing protest marches on City 
Hall. An unidentified "prominent"member of a west side 
Negro street gang was alleged to have noted that he has,In 
the past, cautioned fellow gang members to stay away from 
disturbances, but now feels differently, stating "if the 
Mayor is going to war on black people, than we are going to 
war on white." 


b to 


d that^^^M^Hmight 

das been but wno 

is very knowledgeable concerning youth gang activities 
on the west side, advised that he believed the unidentified 
west side gang member referred to in the above news article, 
was connected with the Cobra gang. He noted that the most 
influential gang on the west side is not the Cobra gang but 
the Tice Lords. The source stated that the Vice Lords, while 
not happy with the Mayor’s statement, have no plans at the 
present time to take action as a result of the statements 
made by him. 
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reliable information inthe past, ancT who is knowledgeable 
concerning militant Negro nationalists on Chicago's vest 
side, as well as Negro street gangs in the area, advised 
that a meeting had been held on the evening of April 16, 1968, 
at the headquarters of the Garfield Organization (GO), 9 North 
Keeler Street. GO is self-identifled as a Negro improvement 
organization in the Garfield Park area, however, it might be 
noted that several Individuals affiliated with the organization, 
one of whom was a member of the GO staff, were arrested in 
Chicago during the course of the recent disturbances for arson 
activities. 



The source advised that at this meeting, a decision 
was made to prepare a statement for* forwarding to Mayor Daley, 
the statement to be critical of his "shoot to kill" orders. 

GO also planned at this time to hold a fund-raising affair on 
b ehalf of the individuals arrested during the recent disturbances 
and currently held on high bond as a result of the charges 
placed against them. The source advised that he has heard of 
po ju>e£ific plans made by any other gang members on the vest 
sfde^to take any action as a result of statements made by 
Mayor Daley, however, many youth gang members were very 
disturbed and upset over his remarks. The source stated that 
it appeared if further disturbances should occur and "shoot 
to kill" orders followed by the police as instructed by the 
Mayor, he felt certain that youth gang members vould seek to 
retaliate in kind. 

who has furnished reliable 

: informat rul^ra xne .past and who is very knowledgeable concerning 

Negro youth gang activities on Chicago's south Bide, particularly 
In the Voodlawn area, the territory of the "Blackstone Rangers", 
one of Chicago's largest and most vicious gangs, advised that the 
Rangers were well aware of Mayor Daley's statement and that it had 
been the source of much conversation among gang members. He 
believed, however, that insufficient time has passed for gang 
members to form any definite reaction to the Mayor's statement, 
but they will most probably wait and see what enect his statement 
will have insofar as their relationship with the Chicago Police 
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Department is concerned. The source noted that it must be 
recognized that the Rangers have, for a considerable time, 
experienced much friction in their relationship with the 
Chicago Police Department, and on occasion in the past have 
exchanged gunfire with the police department as well as 
with the rival gangs in the area, so the Mayor's statement 
is not anything particularly new to this group. 
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reflecting that the Rangers engaged in extortion activities, 
in the form of a protection racket during the recent disturbances, 
a source advised that he felt there was no question that the 
Rangers were doing their share of extorting money from area 
businessmen. Such activities, however, would be extremely 
difficult to prove since these merchants are afraid to make 
any formal complaints due to the retaliation which would 
be taken against them. The source continued that it would be 
fair to say that the Mayor's comments had not reduced tensions 
in the Woodlawn area, but he did feel that at the same time, 
the statements made Dy the Mayor had not materially increased 
tensions here. He knew of no plans for any demonstrations or 
disorders which could be related to the comments made by the Mayor 
In relation to the increased use of force by the police department 
in any future disturbance. 


A copy of this memorandum is being provided 
to the following: 


Office of the United States 
Attorney, Chicago 


United States Secret Service, 
Chicago 

Region I, 113th MI Group, 
Evanston, Illinois 



- 14 


+ 


e 


V ; o 


./ 

r ' / 


FBI VAFK n C 


FBI WIU’AUK 

UA/AT URGENT 4/24/68 HD 


'fib™.. 
tT" 
r' 


-vs> 



tO DIRECTOR, 

FROM MILWAUKEE (175-0) 2P 

' 7, • - ■ ' • 


M 1 


r/’ 


■ * 

:-l: 






ALLEGED THREAT TO PRESIDENT. 


ON APRIL TWENTY-FOUR, INSTANT, 


FRAFKSVILLE, WIS. TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED 


THE MILWAUKEE OFFICE AND ADVISED AS FOLLOWS: 

PREVIOUS EVENING, APRIL TWENTY-THREE, LAST, HE WAS AT 


D 

H- 


ki( c J 


LOUNGE, 


SUBJECTS. 


WHERE HE MET 
STATED SUBJECTS ARE BROTHERS AND DURING ENSUING 


CONVERSATION BOTH SUBJECTS MADE STATEMENTS THAT SEEMED TO 
r TO "BE BITTER TO THE PRESIDENT AND TO NEGROES". SUBJECTS ALLEGEDLY 
MADE STATEMENTS TO EFFECT THAT THEY WERE WILLING TO PAY TEN DOLLARS, 
TWENTY DOLLARS, THIRTY DOLLARS, OR FORTY DOLLARS, TO-KTCL TRaRTI^^ 
LUTHER KING, PRESIDENT JOHNSON, AND ROBERT KENNEDY. 

ADVISED ONE OF SUBJECTS IS A TRUCK DRIVER AND"'flEPlBER OF 
LOCAL TEAMSTERS UNION AND AS SUW-HAY BE 3.ITTER TOWARDS FEDERAL 


c 


END PAGE ONE 
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page two 

GOVERNMENT FOR "PUTTING HOFFA AWAY". 


STATED SUBJECTS WAY 


HAVE BEEN UNDER INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL AS THEY HAD MADE SIMILAR 


STATEMENTS TO HIM PREVIOUSLY. 


DESCRIBED SUBJECTS AS BEING 


BETWEEN THIRTY-FIVE AND FORTY YEARS OF AGE. 

MILWAUKEE UNABLE TO IDENTIFY SUBJECTS IN INDICES. K 

SECRETARY, U.S. SECRET SERVICE, ADVISED 
APRIL TWENTY-FOUR, INSTANT, THAT NO SECRET SERVICE AGENTS AVAILABLE 




FOR CONTACT. 


AS FURNISHED INFORMATION CONCERNING ABOVE 


AND ADVISED WOULD CONTACT FIRST SECRET SERVICE AGENT AVAILABLE. 

ACINE PD, WAS 

ADVISED OF THE ABOVE INFORMATION APRIL TWENTY-FOUR, INSTANT. 
ADMINISTRATIVE-NO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION BEING CONDUCTED. 
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•llngtoa Heights, Illinois 60006 
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APR 2 x 1966 


COMM.f* 


T<nr letter of April 18th law been received. 

ssasSr® 55 *" 

respect to your second lnoulrv • ****** 

Conference on November la t&tu *gquiry f at a press 
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Kr. J. Ed^ar Hoover r 

Head of F. B. I. I 

Dept, of Justice 
Constltutlon Avenue, 
between 9th & 10th Northwest 
k'asMr^ton, D. C. 


ML INrCtfMTION CONTAINED 

urRHM 15 UNCLASSIFIED. . . 

OATEl^BY^m 

k>o7x 


Be: Dr. Kart In Luther King 

Dear Kr. Hoover: 

After having seen a poster being carried In 
a march for Dr. King bearing these words "a 

black 1e SLlfi died fftr /Mir* cine In K»w> V\ A e 1 » * 

V ’ — ^ W w* V l.M All » I Wlij V/U*U 

I decided to write you* As I found these words 
to be most dlstastful to we & my religion. 

Could you confirm, or deny, the following which 


if 


T Urs.. ~ V. n —_ 3 . 

X nave IlCrt J-U • 


1. Dr. Kfng’s personal secretary was 

a card carrying communist? and what is 
his name? 

2. In one of your reports he was referred 
to as^llar and milltiant? 

Thank you so much for your time and understanding 
of my concern. 
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Wllm-ton Heights, Illinois 
60006" _ _ , « 
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SENATOR B. EVERETT JORDAN 

NORTH CAROLINA ...- ^ 

CORRESPONDENCE MATTER P ’J~ 9 •** '•* 


T*»* 
Gm4r . 


all i«for;aatio;: c^.ntPtD . 

HEREIN 

V©*J* 


By letter dated April 10, 1968, to Assistant to the 
Director DeLoach, Senator B. Everett Jordan of North Carolina 
forwarded correspondence relating to reotrests he had received 
for information concerning Martin LutheVfting, especially infor¬ 
mation from FBI files. Bulet of 4-12-68 to Senator Jordan 
acknowledged this communication, returned the Senator's enclosures 
and advised him that while the Director would like to be of assistance 
to his constituents, data in our files must be maintained as confidential 
pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice* 

Mr. William M. Cochrane, Administrative Assistant 
to Senator Jordan, called Mr. De Loach on 4-18-68 and asked if it 
would be possible to have another letter sent to the Senator which 
did not mention the fact that our files are confidential pursuant to 
regulations of the Department of Justice, Mr. Cochrane explained 
that all of the constituents who had written to the Senator were 
angry with the Attorney General and the Department of Justice, In 
accordance with his conversation, Mr. Cochrane wrote to Mr. De Loach 
on 4-18-68 and returned the original and copies of the Director's letter 
of April 12th to Senator Jordan. Another letter has been prepared to 
Senator Jordan and is attached for approval. No en<s • ^ are being 
sent since these were returned with the original letter oi April 12th. 

The current outgoing only makes reference to the current letter from 
the Senator's Administrative Assistant. Original and constituent copies of 4-12 
letter will be destroyed and appropriate notation made oh"yellow 'me“Capy. 
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The attached letter 
approved and sent. 
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inclosed ie a leaflet j. received froTj a friend of -nine 
vrith v:ar nanded to hir, at a- meeting he attended. ' ^ 

9 ^> K 

Is this a true ricture? "’as .Xrtin Luther IT!j.d a 
CoTiVJiust? Lid he ror«: for the Comnuniste? 

V *» st^teve^t I have underlined on the leaflet q*i?te 
’\-.e is 'r; 'tec and encouraged by t/e iiennedys*' u;v;ote 
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(1-100-5718) (COMIKFH, SCLC) 
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Martin Luther King, Jr.; 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC) - Racial Matters 
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On April 17, 1968, a confidential source who has 
furnished reliable information in the past, ascertained that 
on that date Stanley Lev is on was in contact with Do ^JmCDona Id, 
Secretary to Martin Luther King, Jr., deceased head of the 
v S cLC, and thereafter Coretta King, wife of Martin Luther King. 
\^cDonald told Levlson that "Meet the Press" wants Ralph 
^j^ernathy, successor to Martin Luther King as head oT"the SCLC, 
to appear on this program as soon as possible and Coretta King 
at a later date. She stated that she had not talked to 
Abernathy who was still in Memphis. Levlson questioned if 
Martin Luther King had not been scheduled to appear on "Pace 
the Nation" then added that "Meet the Press" was the roughest 
one. He said he had talked with Abernathy and advised him 
not to appear on "Face the Ration" at the present time because 
he believed Abernathy was gambling with his reputation and 
if Abernathy "falls on his face" he would do so before the whole 
nation. He said Abernathy agreed. Levlson added that as far 
as Abernathy Is concerned, it would be best if he put off any 
appearance until just before the Washington Campaign (Poor 
People 1 8 Campaign scheduled for Washington, D.C.) and that 
Abernathy acknowledged that he needs to study jip on current 
legislation and political facts 
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Mart In Luther King, Jr. 


Levison referred^ to Coretta King’s possible // 

appearance at the major mass anti-Vietnam war demonstration y 
scheduled for Hew Yor k. C^y o n April 27, 1968. Be said 
he had checked with Dave Jbexiinger^s (National Director, 

National Mobilization Committee to End the War "in Vietnam) 
office and that he, Levison, feels that it Is alright for her 
to appear on this program and also to participate in the 
Mothers’ March (in Washington, D.C. in connection with the 
Poor People’s Campaign) as long as she does not do anything 
else, ^ 

Levison then told Coretta King that he had checked 
with Dave Dellinger’s office and that there is a good 
platform so that if she is inclined to partlcpate, they 
should be promptly advised so they can have the benefit of 
the publicity. He emphasized that she should not do other 
things because it would be too much exposure. Comparing her 
situation with that of Jackie Kennedy, Coretta commented that 
she believes many people see that her life was not the same, 
that people understand how she was "in the picture" and have 
now given her a mandate that she must remain "in the picture". 
Levison agreed but counselled this should be done gradually 
and in good taste. 

Coretta asked about requests for articles about 
herself and Levison advised that, as a general principle, 
proceeds for such articles should go to her because the subject 
of the articles will command the price. Be said If thousands 
are paid for an article, then a few hundred is all the writer 
is entitled to. ^ ^ 

Levison mentioned that Grosset and Ddnlp|<; an 
old publishing firm, is coming out With a book^ Bad A 

Dream", about Martin Luther.King which Is unauthorized• He 
said Harper and Rowe are willing to have their lawyers prepare 
an injunction preventing or stopping the publication and 
distribution of this book, but a telegram Is needed from 
Coretta to proceed. Levison then read a telegram for her 





Martin Luther King, Jr. 


Coretta discussed requests she had received for 
appearances and Levlaon stated that she would receive many 
requests but that she will have to be selective and turn 
many down. Re counselled that she should adopt the position 
that, for the present, she feels that activity in King’s 
behalf has to be toward his memorial and that it would not 
serve anyone if her name la used by everyone. Be added that 
this says she is using her name In the area ahe knows would 
be closest to King, his family and his organisation. He 
said it is Important in preserving the strength of a name 
that it not be overused. 


Finally, Levison asked if Coretta wanted him to 
contact Dave Dellinger. She stated that he should call 
Dellinger and point out that her exposure must be limited 
and that she must be protected because she Is only doing 
the things she feels very strongly about, that is, those 
things that are related to the work of her husband. 
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Domostic Intolligonc# Division 


INFORMATIVE NOTE 

4/21/68 


The attached pertains to 
plans of Stanley Levison, long¬ 
time Communist Party member, 
to meet with vlfe of deceased 
Martin Luther King, for purpose 
of assisting^® preparing her 
new book,^^^ 


Information in the attached 
will be disseminate d to the 
WfeAtfiJJouse Attorney General 
•nd appropriate^ 
agencies. J ^ m 
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ATLANTA VIA WASHINGTON 
FROM NEW YORK IP ^jslIttDW. 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. •fe CLC - N W 
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WHO HAS 

FURNISHED RELIABLEJUFORMATION IN THE PAST, ADVISED THIS 
DATE THAT STANLE^EVISON IS LEAVING JOHN F. KENNEDY 
AIRPORT, NEW YORK, FOUR TWENTY TWO, NEXT VIA EASTERN 


re*t£. , 
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AIRLINES FLIGHT ONE ZERO SEVEN Y, ELEVEN THIRTY AM., 

ARRIVING ATLANTA ONE THIRTY FIVE PM. , SAME DATE. SOURCE 
ADVISED LEVISON ALSO BOOKED RESERVATIONS FOR TWO FOR HOLT 
AND CO. , BOOK PUBLISHER ON DELTA AIRLINES FLIGHT EIGHT 
TWO SEVEN LEAVING JFK AIRPORT ONE TWENTY PM. FOUR TWENTY TWO, 

NEXT.V) ARRIVE ATLANTA THREE THIRTY PM. SAME DATE. 

PURPOSE OF LEVISONS FLIGHT IS TO MEET WITH WIFE OF DECEASED 

/•> *- .* 

REV£ MARGIN LUTHER Kl* AJD HELP^IN PLAUfRG^JEV BOOK 
TO 'ITETwRI^N BY MRS.fl&K., SOURCE COULD FjttRflsI HO FURTHER , , 7 ,) - 

,«i,J &y ” : ‘ r 3 K.a 
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Domestic Intelligence Division 
informative note 

A P ril 17 » 1968 

The attached communication indicates 
that Mrs. Martin Luther King, Jr., wife of 
the late Martin Luther King, Jr*, is 
turning to long-time Communist Party membet 
Stanley Levj^son for advice as did her late 
husband• 

Information in the attached will be 
disseminated to the White House, Attorney 
General, and appropriate Government agenci 
with the exception of information concern¬ 
ing Governor Nelson Rockefeller of 
New York which will be disseminated to the 
White House and Attorney General only. 0 
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ENCIPHERED 
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VA 4 

1152 AW URGENT 4-17-68 JLV 
TO DIRECTOR 100-106670 (CODE) 

ATT. DOMMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION LA 

x. .IT 

FROM NEW YORK 100-136585 2P 

0 -Ucceirv Hattek- Couhvmst 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, Stf"- C| 00 - ATLANTA 

FOLLOWING INFORMATION RECEIVED BIGHT OF APRIL SIXTEEN, 

from flBHHIHHIIHHIHP 

_ A SOURCE WHOSE INFORMATION IS TO BE 

CLASSIFIED ”^|pr. STANLEY LEVISON ADVISED CORETTA 
KING, WIFE OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, TO NEGOTIATE NOW 
FOR PUBLICATION OF BOOK ON HERSELF AND MARTIN. CORETTA 
MENTIONED THAT DAVE DELLINGER (NATIONAL DIRECTOR, 
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NATIONAL MOBILIZATION COMMITTEE TO END WAR IN VIETNAM) 

HAS ft€fN ATTEMPTING TO GET HER TO MAKE APPEARANCE 

*fc-r .>. 

*AT HIS PEACE THING" (MAJOR MAS£ /LJTI^VIETNAM DEMONSTRATION 
SCHEDULED tOR CENTRAL PARK^^ YORK "Cl Yf, APRIL TWENTY *’!.* 
SEVEN, NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT). LEVI'^^'“ Sfl "^’ 

CORETTA NOT TO. ALLOW HERISELF TO BE 
END PAGE Oy&j 
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page two 

THEY AGREED SHE SHOULD TRY TO APPEAR AT PEACE MEETING 
OP APRIL TWENTYSEVEN. HE SAID HE WOULD CONTACT DELLINGER 
FOR MORE DETAILS. CORETTA ALSO STATED SHE WANTS TO 
SUPPORT POOR PEOPLE’S CAMPAIGN BOTHER’S DAY MARCH AND 
WANTS TO TRY TO MOBILIZE WOMEN. SHE ALSO MENTIONED 
NELSON ROCKEFELLER (GOVERNOR OF NEW YORK) CALLED HER 
TO ASK IF SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
NEEDED MONEY OR IF SHE PERSONALLY NEEDS MONEY. SHE 
REFERRED HIM TO ANDREW YOUNG (EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, 
SCLC) ON BOTH QUESTIONS. LETTERHEAD MEMORANDUM FOLLOWS. 
CORR. P 1 LAST LINE WD 5 HERSELF 
END . 
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letter dated 4-8-68, with copies to Senators Dirksen 
and Percy,flHp'calls upon the Director to publicly apologize for 
having calle ^Martin Luther ^ ki ng the most notorious liar in the country. 

He refers to the Director's"comment concerning King as a grievous 
affront to the character, truthfulness and dignity of King. Hh expresses 
the opinion that the Directors remark has created more dmsiveness 
among the people in this country than any other single act he can recall. 
JIBPindicates he is sending a copy of his letter to Senators Dirksen and 
Percy in an effort to enlist their aid in having the Director make such an 
apology. ; 

Bufiles disclose by a five-page letter dated 5-29-67, 

proposed the Director resign his position. Among the many things to which 
^I^Preferred in his 5-29-67 lettei^as the Director's comment concerning 
. King. The Director indicated on^^|^5-29-67 communication that it ■/ 

I should be ignored. 


OBSERVATION: 


trying to set 
concerning 


in* 

King; t 


would appear that no useful purpose would be served in 
straight as to the reasons for the Director's comment 
therefore, the following recommendation is made: 


RECOMMENDATION: 
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J. Bcg.-r *x>over, Director 
federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Constitution Avenue 
Washington, £. C. 

Dear sir, 
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Allthough four years have passed since you fell into the error 
of making a grevious affront to the character and truthfulness, 
and thus the dignity, of__Br._I^rtin ButherjBang_, would it not 
now lend an important and forceful note of credibility to the 
eulogy now flooding from the white community for you to publicly 
appologize, perhaps within your own expression of bereavement, 
for having not yet attempted to erase this harm, I call upon you 
now to make this effort for it is not yet too late to do so in 
memory of this man. 

You must know by now the widespread misinterpretation that many 
folks who ore only seeking supp<?rt for their prejudices have 
placed upon the action 1 refer to*. One is hard put to recall 
any single act during this period of time that could have created 
as much divisivness as did this particular event. 

We are called upon to bind up the nations wounds. I make this 
I critical suggestion in that creatively constructive spirit and 
as one who over the years has appreciated that sense of security 
your office has provided in more tranquil tines. Your turning now 
to such a use of the rostrum, or the press conference desk, so 
automatically at your command would go just as far to erradicate 
prejudices as your past harsh Judgement did to reinforce such 
prejudices. Compassion and regret from a figure such as you would 
be doubly significant and widely appreciated, even to refreshing 

the old view °f REC 11 IOC- 

fAll of us human, all cut from the same basic cloth, 1 find this m 
iurgent suggestion not unreasonable and I therfcfo^’ienlis't tjhd 
of our Illinois Senators, to whom I send a copy of this letter, f 
*in the further urging of such an effort on your part. ~ *» 
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, New Jersey 07748 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 
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Your letter of April 20th has been received and I 
certainly appreciate your favorable comments concerning the 
work of this Bureau* 
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In response to your request for data concerning any 
communist activities or affiliations of Martin Luther King, infor¬ 
mation of this nature, whether substantiated or not, cannot be 
released because of the Department of Justice order regarding 
all matters of a confidential nature* I am sorry I cannot be of 
assistance in this Instance* 
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I made the statement that he was the most notorious 
liar in the country at a press conference on November 18, 1964. 

I did so because he had grossly distorted the facts concerning our 
Special Agents handling civil rights Investigations in the South. 
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Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent, 
current telephone directory. 
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Middletown N. J. 0 
April 20, 1968 ©1 1 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Gentlemen: 

Since the death of Dr. Martin Luther King there have 
been many discussions among the citizens in this area concerning 
Dr. King’s past activities. Even though he won the Peace Award 
It runs in my mind that he leaned toward the Communist Party Line 
(or it appeared so) in his early career. I can also recall that your 
Director Edgar Hoover public ally stated a few years ago that 
Mr. King was a "Liar." 

Incidental^I am a great fan of Mr. Hoovers and if he made 
such a statement there must have been some basis for his feelings. 

Few citizens realize the number of hidden enemies we have 
who are trying to undermine our country, many are being led by 
well trained professionals, trained in other countries. 

I would appreciate knowing where to secure some information 
regarding Dr. Martin Luther King's past activities. 

Although few people take the time to say it, many have 
great respect for the F. B. I. We are fortunate to have such an 
organization in this country. Keep up your wonderful work. 
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irnsDu^g, Pennsylvania 17112 
Dear _ 




cr> 


Tour letter of April 17th, with enclosure, has 
been received and 1 can certainly understand the concern which 
prompted you to write. x 3 

In response to your inquiries, although I would 
like to be of assistance, information contained in our files must 
be maintained as confidential in accordance with regulations of 
the Department of Justice. Further, it is contrary to my long¬ 
standing policy to comment on material not prepared by personnel 
of this Bureau. I regret I am unable to comment as you desire. 
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Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover** 
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NOTE: Bufiles indicate one prior outgoing dated 3-19-65'tqflBHHHBI^ 
at the above address in response to her letter concerning cixize^cooperauon 
with law enforcement. 
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April 17, 1968 

Mr. J. E. Hoover 
Dear Sir 


Enclosed is a clipping I took from our local paper, 
would you please read it and appraise it for what Its worth, 
then if there is any truth in it at all, maybe you can tell me 
why the many American people feel that a great man has 
been murdered and why the state of Pennsylvania wants to 
make his birthday a legal holiday and schools are being 
named for him, streets, Hospitals etc. Why ? name one 
good and just, thing M. L. King ever done on his own. I 
think the American people have lost their sense of good 
thinking. Maybe King was OK. so what! many good men are 
being killed in Vietnam, will the Americans make a big fuss 
over them. I think the U. S. A. has become a big marshmallow, 
I love our country, but can’t understand the thlng_ that go on 
in it. 




Sincerely yours 


Harrisburg, Pa 
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An Anti-King Gl Who^_ 
Resents Press Eulogies 


Editor; 

THIS LETTER is directed 
to the editors who wrote the 
recent eulogy on Martin Lu¬ 
ther King and the April 10 
editorial entitled, '‘Dr. King's 
Vision will Endure.” 

I know my letter will.never 


get into print, as you would 
prefer to keep the truth from 
reaching out and discoloring 
the demonstrations and pub¬ 
lic displays exhibited these 
past few days in honor of 
Martin Luther King, in¬ 
cluding services led by the 
Governor of this State. 

I have just returned 
wounded from combat in 
Vietnam, and believe me, J 
am shocked by a country that 
has gone mad! 

Before 1 joined the Army 
and later volunteered for 
duty in Vietnam, how well 2 
recall the Communist in- 






fluence on the civil rights 
movement and how J. Edgar 
Hoover called King the moat 
notorious liar in the country. 
King’s continuous associ¬ 
ations with Communists and 
Communist fronts were well 
known. Furthermore, King’s 
publicly announced program 
for America was the una¬ 
dulterated Communist pro¬ 
gram. He always associated 
with and consistently sup¬ 
ported the most violent of 
black militants. Everywhere 
he went he left a trail of agi¬ 
tation and incitation. Yet the 
papers, including yours, ad¬ 
vertise King as a non-violent 
moderate. He pretended to be 
reasonable and peace-loving, 
hut made demands and 
threats if they were not met, 
stating that his moderate in¬ 
fluence would be lost and 
militants would take over an 
cause violence. At the same 


time King supported the mili¬ 
tants in their demands, which 

t rere exactly the same as his 
wn. We call this blackmail! 
Former President Truman 
•considered King a trouble- 
I maker an d calle d him a 
Vi b hi e-rouser. Mrs Julia 


Brown, a Negro, who was a 
counterspy for the FBI, de- 
scrtoed King as an enemy of 
the colored race and Manning 
Johnson, a Negro and one¬ 
time official in the Commu¬ 
nist party, testified that King 
has done the Negroes consid¬ 
erable barm. 

So this is the man you 
would treat as a hero. Try 
telling those buddies of mine, 
both black land white, who 
are lying in hospitals sight¬ 
less and maimed, and those 
rotting in POW camps — they 
just don’t see it the way your 
paper tells it — they see it for 
what it really is — all of this 
so-called non-violence is as I 
phony as the war we were notf 
allowed to win. I 

-Just A G.I. j 

from Camp HUI. 
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Domestic Intelligence Division 


informative note 


The attached communication reveals 
that Coretta King, wife °* th ®late 
Martin Luther King, Jr., President ofthe 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
was conferring with the long-time secret 
Communist Party member, Stanley 
for advice as did her husband. It would 
appear that Levison is counselling h.it 
concerning her appearances, writings, 
and financial mattersyfc 

Pertinent portions of the attached 
will be furnished the White House, 
Attorney General, and other interested 

agencies, \j 
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ON APR 


SEVENTEEN, NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT, ^ 

Pi 

'A SOURCE WHOSE INFORMATION 



CT 4 J?rv E | FURNISH ED FOLLOWING INFORMATION- 

STANLEY LEVISON ON APRIL SEVENTEEN, NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT, 

CONFERRED WITH DORA MC DONALD, SECRETARY OF SOU|THER CHRISTIAN 

>1 

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC), THEN CORETTA KING, WIFE OF 

MARTJN LUTHER KING. DURING CONVERSATION WITH MC DONALD, SHE 

* m 

MENTIONED THAT "MEET THE PRESS" WANTS JJALPtt, ABERNATHY (NEW 
HEAD 0^.-SCLC) TO APPEAR ON PROGRAM AS SOON AS POSSIBl^E^AND ^ w ^ a '' 


f\A 
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3^' 


CORETTA‘RING AT LATER r>ATr_ qtatth cur U A rv HAT T a I 1 ■ i M 

f " t --- ■"••••* wint^v wiit. nnu nut IHLIVLU l U 

ABERNATHY HO IS IN MEMPHIS. LEVISON QUESTIONED IF M^Iff^ 25 868 
LUTHER KING HAD NOT BEEN SCHEDULED FOR 7FAt£ IKE NATI ON* T HEN 

C* tn • nr r-* *u» .. . _ _ _ _ LI J " 

LEVISON SAID HE ^ 

END PAGE ONE ^ 
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PAGE TWO 

HAD ADVISED ABERNATHY NOrTO GO ON "FACE THE NATION" RIGHT 
NOW, THAT, HE, LEVISON, BELIEVED ABERNATHY WAS GAMBLING WITH 
HIS REPUTATION BECAUSE IF HE "FALLS ON HIS FACE" HE WOULD DO 
IT BEFORE WHOLE WORLD. SAID THAT ABERNATHY AGREED. LEVISON 
ADDED THAT AS FAR AS ABERNATHY IS CONCERNED, IT WOULD BE BEST 
TO PUT OFF ANY APPEARANCE UNTIL JUST BEFORE WASHINGTON CAMPAIGN 
(POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN) AND THAT ABERNATHY ACKNOWLEDGED HE 
NEEDS TO STUDY UPON LEGISLATION AND POLITICAL FACTS. LEVISON 
REFERRED TO CORETTA KING’S POSSIBLE APPEARANCE AT THE MAJOR 
MASS ANTI DASH VIETNAM DEMONSTRATION NEW YORK CITY ON APRIL 
TWENTY SEVEN, NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT. SAID HE CHECKED WITH 
DAVE DELLINGER'S OFFICE AND FEELS IT IS OKAY FOR CORETTA TO 
APPEAR ON PROGRAM AS WELL AS MOTHER'S MARCH (IN WASHINGTON D.C. 
IN CONNECTION WITH POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN) AS LONGJkS SHE DOES 
NOTHING ELSE. LEVISON THEN CONFERRED WITH CORETTA KING TELLING 
HER HE CHECKED WITH DAVE DELLINGER'S OFFICE AND IF CORETTA IS 


INCLINED TO PARTICIPATE THEY SHOULD BE PROMPTLY ADVISED FOR 
PUBLICITY PURPOSES. HE EMPHASIZED SHE SHOULD NOT DO OTHER 

1 THINGS. CORETTA NOTED THAT PEOPLE HAVE GIVEN HER A MANDATE 



END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 

AND SHE MUST REMAIN IN PICTURE. LEVISON COUNSELLED, GRADUALLY 

AND IN GOOD TASTE. CORETTA ASKED ABOUT REQUEST FOR ARTICLES 

ABOUT HERSELF. LEVISON SAID AS GENERAL PRINCIPLE PROCEEDS 

FROM ANY ARTICLES SHOULD GO TO HER. LEVISON MENTIONED THAT A 

PUBLISHING FIRM, GROSSET AND DUNLAP, IS COMING OUT WITH 

UNAUTHORIZED PUBLICATION ON KING. SAID HARPER AND ROWE ARE 
WILLING TO HAVE LAWYERS PREPARE INJUNCTION AND NEED TELEGRAM 

FROM CORETTA TO PROCEED. LEVISON READ TELEGRAM FOR HER SIGNATURE 

AND CORETTA AGREED TO HAVE TELEGRAM SENT. CORETTA DISCUSSED 

REQUESTS SHE HAD FOR APPEARANCES AND LEVISON COUNSELLED SHE 

WOULD HAVE MANY REQUESTS BUT WOULD HAVE TO BE SELECTIVE AND 

TURN SOME DOWN. LEVISON SAID SHE SHOULD ADOPT POSITION THAT 

FOR THE PRESENT SHE FEELS THAT ACTIVITY IN KING’S BEHALF 

HAS TO BE TOWARD HIS MEMORIAL AND THAT IT WOULD NOT SERVE ANYONE 
IF HER NAME IS USED BY EVERYONE. LEVISON SAID THIS SAYS 

CORETTA IS USING HER NAME IN THE AREA SHE KNOWS WOULD BE CLOSEST^ 

TO KING, HIS FAMILY AND HIS ORGANIZATION. FINALLY, LEVISON jfr 

END PAGE THREE 
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PAGE FOUR 



ASKED IF SHE WANTEQHIP1 TO CALL DELLINGER. CORETTA SAID 

| f 

LEVISON SHOULD CALL AND SAY HER EXPOSURE THER MUST BE LIMITED 
AND PROTECTED BECAUSE SHE IS ONLY DOING THINGS SHE FEELS 

STRONGLY ABOUT, RELATED TO WORK OF KING. 

/? V o 

_LWT FOLLOWS. 
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To tie Editor ol The Essaer: 

The preponderant majority of Americans 
—law-abiding, right-thinking citizens of every 
creed and color—deplore the cowardly, brutal 
murder o: Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., in 
Memphis. 

. I am one of that majority. And my sym¬ 
pathy goes out to hiS widow and his your.g 
children, to his kinsmen and close friends, ia 
their time o: deepest sorrow and heartache. ■ 

I respect the right of my fellow citizens, 
including politicians, to eulogize the dead. 

Eat I reserve the right not to be a party 
to such eulogies. 

j And I resent the proclamation by the 
j President cf the United States, Lyndon E. 
Johnson, declaring a “National Day of Mourn¬ 
ing,” and ordering the Flags of my country 
lowered to half-staff in homage to this man, 
,lDr. Martin Luther King. 

For it is an undeniable fact that Dr. King 
was an extremely controversial figure on the 
American scene. In tiro public domain, his 
tactics and his political preachments were 
questioned, if not wholly disapproved, by as 
many Americans as applauded them. 

Ke professed “non-violence,” but at the 
the same time, he advocated law-breaking— 
flagrant violations of “unjust” laws. (Anti-riot 
laws are deemed “unjust” by rioters . . .) 

, True, he preached “non-violence.” But law- 

• lessness and bloodshed, more frequently than 
calm, followed in his wake. This is a f 2 ct, a 
fact apparently recognized by highly respected 
members of his own race, including United 
States Senator Bdward Brooke, who urged Dr. 
King to call off, or at least tone down, his 

' “poor peoples march” on Washington, lest he 
create an atmosphere of violence in our na¬ 
tion’s Capital. 

If Martin Luther King possessed some ex¬ 
traordinary power as 2 teacher and leader of 
“non-violence,” did he fail to demonstrate 
such power? Did he instill or inspire such 
lofty ideals in the majority of “his own pco- 
. pie?” Witness Memphis before his murder. 
Witness America today! 

But Martin Luther King had a “dream," a 
noble dream, ’tis said. He would re-write the 
, Lord’s parable of the ten talents—Matthew 
25:14. He visioned some man-made “equal¬ 
ity” or utopia. But his dream was neither orig¬ 
inal r.or new; Karl Marx had such a dream, 
and there were others , . . And President 
; Johnson eulogized King’s dream! 

In respect to law, surely he did possess 
some awesome power over America’s offi- 

• cialdom. For Dr. King commanded, and rc- 
, ceived, certain unique dispensations from 

• government authorities who administer our 

• laws. Was such immunity granted in defer- 

• ence to his “non-violence” slogan? Stokely 
Carmichael, whose record has been well pub- 

< licized, seems to share the same mantle of 
V immunity to government action. Were there 
no specific laws against their actions? 

/Ol~ &> */O 
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—General Edwin V.'al»cr, who advocated . 
peaceful protest in Osfovd. Miss., was i 
arrested! Slapped into Federal ccr.ur.c- 
jnent! And placed under SlCO.CIi) tonal 

—John Kasper was arrested in Nashville, 
sentenced, and served 2fi montus —U of 
those months in Federal prison — ou 
charges of “incitement" and “€0111010?:. 
on evidence that pales beside the ac- . 
lions and outbursts cf Carmichael and, 
yes. Martin Luther King. 

Stohdv Carmichael ar.d Dr. King have been 
allowed to flaunt their dc:.ance and im¬ 
munity” across the length and brcacji c. this 

great land of ours. , • j 

Martin Luther King, Jr., was he some hind 
o: saint? Same hind of hallowed Amcncur. I 
for cue, protest such designations. An 
would protest, if for no other reasons than: 

His association with, and his participation 
in anti-war. anti-American dernonstraaons 
, which were, to say the least, far “beyond the 

, Pa Although I, personally, respect the right of 
, an American citizen to dissent Dr. Kn n 2s 
1 assertion that “Our plan is to disrupt . . 

and his prominent role in disruptive cemon- 
; Nations—replete with draft cardi burnct-s, 
Ame-ican Flag burners, ar.d Vic. Co.-, La 0 
' wavers—was, in me eyes of many, many 
‘ patriotic Americans, a sickening and vicious. 
\ stab-in-'Jie-baeh to American sons who arc ; 
fighting the Communist cnemy m Vicmam . 

Yet the Commandcr-m-Cme: c. dtose light-. 
in« and dying, sens of Americans, sees lit to, 
• eido^izc such a “leader” Dr. Mar an Liuhci 
'King, Jr., to order lowered Flags, to proclaim 

a day of mourning. ■ ... T 

1 mourn this day, Mr. President . • - 


mourn for my country. 
- Nashville, Team 


JACK KNOX. 
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MR. W. C. SULLIVAN 


April 11, 1968 
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COMMUNIST INFILTRATION 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

PURPOSE: 





Attached for your approval for dissemination are 
copies of a communication concerning a conference that was 
held speculating as to the future of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC) since the death of its president , 
Martin Luther King, Jr, (J 

RECENT DETELOFMENTS: 

Recently, Stanley Lev!son, long-time secret 
Communist Party member and principal advisor to the lata 
Martin Luther King, Jr,, was in conference w^I^i^vife i 
concerning the future of SCLC, according l / 

These two agreed there was no one who could taE^theplace ^ 
of King but that King had more or less named Ralph Abernathy ' 
as his heir, Levi son added that he would like to see 
Andrew Young, the curpent Executive Vice President of SCLC, 
take King’s place,/© 

f 

At this meeting, it was also learned that the Field 
Foundation was going to give SCLC $300,000 but Mr, Levlson 
added it would take a million dollars to keep the organisation 
going. The Field Foundation was established in 1940 by 
Marshall Field, the retail tycoon of Chicago, Illinois, 
of its objectives is to promote interracial harmony, 
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Memorandum to Mr. V* C, Sullivan 
tEi Ca^rJKIST DCFILTRATIOH; southern Christian 
mDERSKIF CONFERENCE 


later they discussed the “Poor People 1 * Campaign*’ 
scheduled for April, 1968, In Washington, D* C* Hr* Levi son 
consented that It if unlikely that this campaign will 
transpire, especially in view of the recent rioting.>5 

RECOMKSN DAT 10!? \ 

That copies of enclosures he forvarded to Mrs* Mildred 
Stegall at the White House; Mr# William Welsh, Administrative 
Assistant to the Vice President; Secretaries of Commerce, labor. 
Agriculture, Defense; Secret Service; Attorney Gencrd; Deputy 
Attorney General; Assistant Attorneys General Poliak, Teagley, 
Vinson; Inter-Division Inf onset Ion Unit; General Services 
Administration; United States Information Agency; Departments 
of the Arry, Wavy, and Air Force* |J 
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Hr. DeLoach 

Hr. W. C. Sullivan 

Hr. Bishop 

Hr. G| C. Moore 

April 12 # 1968 
Mr. D. H. Veils 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 


The following Information has been supplied by 
confidential sources ©f this Bureau who have furnished 
reliable information in the past. Recently, Stanley Levi son, 
principal advisor to the late Martin Luther King, Jr* # 
President, Southern Christian Leadership Conference, was 
in conference with a close associate concerning the future 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. It was 
agreed that no one could take the place of King but that 
King had more or less named Ralph Abernathy, Vice President 

Arts? Tl»AA«1tT>At» A F fVlA ?A)lfVlOt*« fk**! «f(An I bV) 4 n 
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as his heir. Levi son added that he would like to see the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference's current Executive 
Vice President, Andrew Young, take King's place. 


At this meeting It was also learned that the 
Field Foundation had contacted the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference and advised that they were granting 
this civil rights organisation approximately $300,000. 

Levi son added it would take a million dollars to keep the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference going. The Field 
Foundation was established In 1940 by Marshall Field, the 
retail tycoon of Chicago, Illinois *i>ne of its objectives 
is to promote Interracial harmony. 

XEROX COPIES TO HRS. MILDRED STEGALL AT THE WHITE BOOSE; HR. WIL 
WELSH; SECRETARIES OF COItaRCE, LABOR, AGRICULTURE, DEFENSE; 
SECRET SIR VICE: AG; DAG; AAQS PQLLAX, YEAGLEY, AND VINSON* 

INTER-DIVISION*INFO UNIT; GENERAL SERVICES AO^INISTRATIOT; 

UNITED STATES INFORMATION AGENCY; ARMY; NAVY; 6 AIR FORCE. 
SMW$ekw-(28) ^ 

® - 100-106670"TMartin Luther King, Jr.) SEE BOTE PAGE TWO 

1 ~ 152-6428 (Poor People's Campaign) 

1 • 100^438794 (SCLC) _ . 
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SOUTHS CHRISTIAN LEAPISSIIXP CONttX&CZ 


liter these tvo discussed the "Foot People's 
Campaign" scheduled for Aprils 1968, in Washington, 0. C#, 
which kins was to lead in an effort to pressure Congress 
into passing legislation favorable to the Hegyo* Levison 
eoranented that it is unlikely that this caapstgn will 
transpire, especially in view of the rioting*^' 



non:: 


Classified "Secret" in wise of the fact source is 
highly placed source in the rectal flald and his untimely 
disclosure night affect the internal security of the 
United States* 0 

See m e m orandum C. C. Moore to V. C» SullIran, dated 
4/11/68, captioned as above, prepared by ZMtekv* (J 
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lbuquerque, New Mexic o 

Your letter of April 9th has been received, 
and it was certainly thoughtful of you to write and comment 
as you did. It is always a source of encouragement to 
receive communications such as yours, and you may be 
sure my associates appreciate, as I do, your most generous 
remarks and kind sentiments. 

* 

ALL INrDRi ::Vf; CO : IAIN ED 



MAILED XZ 

APR 1 5 1968 

COMM’FBJ 


Sincerely yours, 

J Edgar Hoover HEREIfilS UNCLASSIFIED 
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Toleon _ 
DeLoocti 

Uohr _ 

Bi .hop _ 
Casper _ 
Callahan 
Con rod _ 

Felt _ 

Gale_ 

Rosen _ 

Sullivan . 
Tavel 
Trotter 
Tele. Room 
Holmes 
Gandy 


NOTE: Bufiles reflect an outgoing letter dated 4/6/62 thanking ^7/ 
correspondent for his kind comments and offer to be of assistance ' 
He was furnished literature consisting of f, The Story of the FBI " 

,f Know Your FBI, M "Facts About a Career in f the FM'-ra? i/1 7/61 

Internal Security Statement^Rector. bU "‘ ^***** 
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P»ct9#j. 344,?5?6 r 

»•*>|*4-&3?n - 

( >1.. s H '-:;rws 
Mi^s Gandy 


l . p t o t-»e la e ^ rr days 1 mave beei. 1 \atc u iug the TV, a is d w‘ j at I have seen 

S ! C KE r f A’.'D SIDE'S ME " YON D DESCRIPTION# The NEWSCASTS HAVE HA C A G ~ E A T DEAL 

C? 

OF C 0 VC i A G P CONCERNING T --£ ■ t °T I N L OTHER K I N G INCIDENT. InETTV/EEN COVERAGE OF 

THE ASS/. SI NAT | ON A" D THE WAR IN V|£T Nam I StE VERY LITTLE ELSE V; ITH Tl.E E/‘- 
F E FT . ' W Of RACE RI-TING ON THE HOME FRONT. 'V: | LE WATCH I’ 5 ONE OF T^f 3£ FRO — 
C^A' S AT T E MFij-r 0 F FRIENDS T^E QUESTION V7S BROUGHT UP ASMNF V'HA - THE FE 1 
‘SC I 0 ThFCE DA/S, l T SEE‘*S THAT EVERYONE IS 7? E SU P JEC~ OF CRITIC IS" I i 

-ur- E P 0 ‘* LED TfE., AND YOL- 0 R G A ? IZATION CKf.’E |N FOR US SHARE ON THAT 

PUTICJIYR "VF‘ ING. I LE |j CPUICISM A i* GE PE D ME IT ALSO S T I F L L A TE O SOME 

A'" T • I ' K I N G. JL’ R I N G T*' I 5 °ER I OD OF THOUGHT IT OCCURE TC t.T THAT T E 

“j| FE" CD T £ OFTEN r RlTlclZE' ON JUST L E" AND PRAISED VERY S E LD /N f.‘ OF LATE. 

T E '.-OLE ":' r °?'E OF IS LETTER, I SUPPOSE,IS SIH LV TO OFFEP A LITTLE 
E ■. c ‘ r,f r r T A D P*A | r E FOR A JOB EL? DONE. Y 

T ?F LAST TWELVE VE»*R S H V E GIVEN ‘ ?E THE OPPORTUNITY TO LEET AND COi'E TC 
<NC" SEVERAL OF THE AGENTS. NAVES THAT COME TO VUD LTD. 71 'EY ^AVEY= JOE 
JAC SO-. . A f D ‘ T Tn r *,> p 5 C N OF THE JCTLIM OFFICE 

OFFICE. A?»D TYT FINE AGENTS 0T OF THE PuEELO, COLORADO OFF ICE (THEIR NA?'Ej 16 
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AT '"HE MOL'ENT ! CA? ,f T RE C ’ L L ; . TiERE ARE OTHERS OF THE YaKIWA AND SEATTLE, ^ __ 


/•SMI NGTOn OFFICES THAT I FCCAI'E AQUA INTER WITH, I HAVE TO HONESTLY SAY,THAT 

. \\ A . 

'-'WA WT) ,7 




THE CHURCH OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 


CPRS^ 


sdjt ta** 5 


en t cb 


ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 




TO THE VAf., T'-'AT T' C v V'.T ' E A Fl»£ OF B-.C 1 OF MEN, AS YOU WDULO EVER WANT 
T ) K f ■>"■■■ OR > *>P*f '"ITr. TmE s ' DID THE ' E PEST T* PHOLD TT TRADITIONS AMD 
PE IRFT'Tc OF *“E n;RFAO pOTi- Of AMD OFF DUTY, ’ S PCI. i Ct. "EF I C E R S T EY 

EOE CE“ T A I ' L |Ti'OU T ~EFR, AMO 1 K.O This T* 1 r E TR« «E , E C * ' ' r E l V A S A AY 

,'^ ICER "OR C'-'l p E L E YE N v E •' r>r f Yp E LF , f SHEA < F ROM EXPEFIEMCE V.hE Y I SAY 
T H * T T-f YE RE "EM T-AT YC L COULD STAKE YC ° LIFE U-ON. 

I Ah' ALSO ASSURED TH'T '•■H/T EVER THE TASK THAT THE CURE**U V I LL ALWAYS 
0 E I : • G Z>0<"~ its VERY BEST, "CCCRDING TO Y KY<~ LE'-'GE CF THE PuREAU ITS* 
BEST IS U I Tf A BIT, I HOPE THAT IN THE FUTURE THE BUREAU I LL HOLD FAST 
TC THE "FICirLES THAT YOU HAVE BEEN ISTRi" E i TAL IN SETT I * G BEFORE IT. 

'"'HE C-f.'LY O-MER T IA T I V-'i'LD HA''E h E E f DE S TH'T OF THE MINISTRY IS 

T-iT OF AN Fd I AGE' ^• IF IT WERE POSSIBLE I WOULD GIVE ALMOST ANYTHING 
TC “ E A f'EM c rr CF YOUR C R G A *' I Z t TI C N. ! S PPOSE THIS CAN MEVER PE SINCE 

“V r S 0 C AT I o *. IS THAT CF A '-INSTFR INSTEAD IV" A LAWYER, PUT 1 STILL 
T i- INK IT IS A GOOD THO'CHT. 

I ANT YOU TO KNOW ‘ r H * T THE FBI IS HELD IN MY HIGHEST ESTEEM, AND 1 

rtrf'fR YOU AND V'UR V'ORK C 0 Nl S ~ A t'l L V in MY PRAYF.RS, GOD BLESS YOU. 



|r; T r SEVICE OF GOD AND COWJTRY 
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Honorable Howard W, Robison 
House of Representatives 
Washington, 0. C, 20515 

My dear Congressman: 


i ?ff 


Tour communication of April 17th, with enclosure 
has been received. 

In response to 

as to whether or not Martin LutheETting was associated with 
un-American groups, information of this nature, whether sub¬ 
stantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department 
of Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential matter. 

I am sorry I cannot be of assistance to you in this instance. 

Tour enclosure is being returned as requested. 


:<? <f\ 
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" MAILED Z 

A%L 9 196b 

POMM-FB 4 J 

«' ^ 

Enclosure 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoovetf 


i/ 


Tol.cn __ 

D*Looch 

Mohr _ 

Bishop _ 

Coiptr _ 
Cali oh an 


NOTE: Bufiles reflect prior cordial correspondence with 
Congressman Robison. Our files show no record identifiable 

with (oj 

StC-OBUMOb 





Cottgretf* of tfje fctate* 

ftoufe of Rtprefritiatitoef 

■Uxtinglen. 9.C. 



April 17, _ 196 8 

Congressional Liaison 
FBI 

Sir: 

The attached communication 
is sent for your consideration. 
Please investigate the statements 
contained therein and forward me 
the necessary information for re- ^ 
ply, returning the enclosed corre¬ 




spondence with your answer. 
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EndicoW, N.Y 
April 9, 1968 


The Honorably.Howard Robinson 
United States House Of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 


4 f 


Dear Sir: 

Recently an article appeared in the Binghamton Press, by the 
columnists Scottfc Allen, It stated that the F.B.I. had a folder 
on the late Mr, Luther King, It also stated that the administration 

fil ftlno- nn \ +- rsamU 4-~ 4 * 

-— vr w V V * v o * VV wnc UXA U « 

It lnfered that Mjj*, King was unamerican. 

The death of a human is always an unhappy occasion, and even more 
so when it is taken by cold blooded murder. 

However, I must have clarification as to Mr. Kings true character. 

I would appreciate your answers to the following: 

I . K ttfiP K1 w pr 0^^ 

with unamerican groups? 

# 

*. 

II If the above Is true, has the administration suppressed this 


information? 




Very truly yours 
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THE OFFICE OF 
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■ Kxrs ft WWCS 
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April 23, 1968 
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Las Cruces, New Mexico Beooi^^p^ 


Dear 


Your letter of April 16th has been received. 


^ In response to your inquiry, at a press conference 

xtfcn November 18, 1864, I made the statement that Martin Lut her_ 

^ was the most notorious liar in the country. I did bo because 
he had grossly distorted the facts concerning our Special Agents 
~ handling civil rights investigations in the South. 

j. - MAiuou -1 Sincerely yours, 

■ L APR 2 31968 J. Edgar Hoover 

COMM-FBt (c_ ' 


Sincerely yours, 


COMM-FBI 


NOTE: Bufiles reflect prior cordial correspondence with^p§Bp| 
last outgoing 2-23-68 with respect to his inquiry concerni ng Charles 
Wells, t h^ditor and publishe^f "The W orld Newsletter’ 

was advised of th^om? 

nature oRu^iles. Bill Beckham is not identifiable in our files. 
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Tolson _ 

DeLooch _ 

Uohr 

Bishop _ 

Casper _ 

Call ah an _ 

Conrod _ 

Felt _ 

Gale _ 

Rosen V* 
Suilivar. — j 

Tovel —_[ 

Trotter _ 

Tele. Room 

Holmes_ 

Gandy _ 
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LAS CRUCES. NEW MEXICO 68001 


April 16, 1968 





Parsonage 



ToJsnn.^ 

j'Mj^ M<>hr._ 

Ary. 

l/W Casper _ 
Mr. Callahan 
I Air. Comad 

|X r Felt._ 

Air. Gale 
^lr. Rosei 
Alu^uU 
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Tele. Room_ 

AI.ks Holmes.. 

Mias Gandy__ 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

A lot of irresponsible comments are being made these days and 
attributed to important persons. I should like to hear from you 
as soon as possible concerning the following statement which was 
attributed to you. The main thing I am concerned with is the 
thing you actually said; 


•'the fact that this was the same Martin Luther King, who J. Edgar 
Hoover--one of America»s greatest patriots--once publically called 
•a notorious liar 1 ..." 




COPY MADE FOR MR. TOLSON 







April 23, 1968 
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Tour letter of April 17th has been received and 1 
appreciate the interest which prompted you to write and furnish 
me your comments on the matters you mentioned. 


- t 


<r- 
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ToIkmi 


You may be sure that the investigation of the slay¬ 
ing of Martin Luther King is being conducted in a most thorough 
and expeditious manner. 


MAiLEfi 12 

APR 2 3 1968 

CQMM'FBI 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoova* 
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' "^OTE: Bufiles contain no record^de^if^l^ yjth correspondent. 
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Dear Sir and coworkers: 
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•• -**• 


< 



I take this tim^oht to write you concerning the 
death of Dr. Ma rtin LT-K ing. I am a negro women, with 
a Christian lie art for all - people, in the world. One's 
skin does not answer for one's heart. We are people of 
one blood which is that of Jesus Christ. That is v.hy 
God said all men are created free and equal. 

Now Dr. King is gone, and he left by the bullet of 
a man that is a maniac, and a brute. In my opinion, he 
was called to Memphis, to kill Dr. King. Mr. Hoover, the 
whole world is *. etching that act. I will say if that 
had been a negro, out stealing, well, and hearty lives^. 
cf people, you v.oul have given your men orders to fififct 
him dead or alive. You know Mr. Hoover, not any person 
in this world ever committed e crime and got away «it*f 
it. *■ 

Ca 

Nov; you talk cf communism in other countries. It 
is right here in the United States. I do hope and pray 
that tnis nation will not become a divided nation. *¥ou 
need us and v;e neec you. We should be able tc livens 
brothers and sisters on Gods earth, because hatred, 
malr-cy, and jealousy, is not pleasing in the sight of 
God, and this is what exists in America. Now Mr. Hoover 
everybody knows the man that killed Dr. Martin L. King 
is not hidden. No one has ever gotten .lost in the 
United States. The Negro made America,-/and yet he has 
no place to lay his head. Our boys,.*Ifi£bt£ng in Vietnam 
and here at home they crnnot live- ps brothers in love 
and harmony without being bothered .and'humiliated• Mr. 

J Hoover, the man that killed Pres. Kennedy, iS r in my opin¬ 
ion, the same man thet killed Dr. King. This is in the 
toinds of all well thinking respectable human beings 
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Negro ana Caucasians. All evidence in both ceses prove 
the seme. The men that pulled the trigger at Dr. King 
went through the same procedure to commit the crime of 
Fres. Kennedy. So we cannot be fooled it this inhuman 
act of inju.lice. 


Nov, Vs . Hoover, this ~an should not be allowed to 
be in society. The Negros have .never had no one to tell 
his troubles, or has had since this country has been a 
nation, to give him justice. This same man will kill you 
if he is encouraged to do so. A person of that sort 
you know he should not be allowed to be in society. But 
he must be encouraged to do this. I want to point this 
out to you. Also a question, do you ever make a check of 
finger prints? If not it is vise to do so, beacuse papers 
keep giving different stories abvut this killing. Now 
Jir. Hoover the Negro h; ve never had anyone to protect him 
in a land that he built. The whole world is looking and 
watching you and your men,out in the field, and you in 
your office, there in T/asnir’ton. Greatest God is watch¬ 
ing you. I hate to see and hear of so much rioting, and 
burning which is put on the Negro, but I want you to 
remember that the white man is deeper in the riots, and 
so forth than the negro because the Negro has hardly 
nothing to do v.ith it. J ±*. J,^dr I mean to set fires 

You say "white" rtan, but God did not 
this world white, but he aid make some black people, and 
I’m one of the ones he made black. Hr. Hoover you can 
remember th~ Watts riot in July l?6p. V.ell I told Ur; 
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fore it happened, and it did happen, so I will tell you 
before t,.is nation is going to become divided if some 
action is r.ct taken in this case. A man of this sort 
should be captured and not be allowed to go loose in 
society. 


You may publish this letter if you please, but don't 
forget this is a great nation and if one speaks out he is 
murdered because of the truth. The F.E*I* can’t find the 
killer, so they say. 


Yours in Christ 



April 2z t l96tf 
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^Klamath Falls, Oregon 97601 

I'HO 


All xrror?.^TTr:: cryj 4ined 
»rr?;Tr-: T 7sipi£D •' 
^c r r-r {vhi?j: shoshi . 


'T Itl *'IHtrw 

V*fllUiffJ.a£, 


Your letter of April 16th, with enclosure, has 
been received and 1 want to thank you for your kind comments 

i^An/tnvtrtln/r m xt K/v\lr 11 A Ctu^Tt rt# pAmmiinlflm 
11 p ia ^ uij i/w^| /a kibiiuj va vy mmuw gui < 

I regret that I cannot respond In the manner you 
desire regarding the book you mentioned since it Is contrary to 
my iAnff « a^anH<n or policy to coni!Q6Qt on publications not prepared 
by personnel of this Bureau. You may also wish to know that 
information In our flies must be maintained as confidential pur¬ 
suant to regulations of the Department of Justice. 


MAILED IZ 

APR 2 21968 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 


all information contained 
herein is unclassified . 


COMM-FBI 
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Toieon _ 

DeLooch . 

UqJff _ 

Biehop _ 

Co»per _ 

Callahan . 

Contad _ 

Fell_ 

Gale _ 

Ro.en _ 

Sullivan _ 

Tavel _ 

Tloiter _ 

Tele. Roo 

Holmes _ 

Gandy _ 


- --- Lolu 

NOTE: Bufiles reflect a communication from the "Trade Permission " of 
Holt Rin ehart and Winston, Inc., inquiring as to whether or not 
jMHttphad obtained permission to quote Mr.. Hoover ^n.a bookleFfie was 
preparing . The material concerhed-g^rtaiii ^atistics iwthe Directors 
book concerning communism. SubS£qren&$i h information received indicated 
this information was not included itfthe booklet. r ^mi mi 
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KLAMATH FALLS, OREGON 
9760 J 

April 16, 1968j 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hooverj 


v M i 

■ ' Mr'. Cl 

f-r ' 


y.:. Oil 1 *’ an . 

64 r. C..:i!Tid._ 

Mr. F'lt . 

Mr'. Gaif yCd 



'Kr. *Tavel_ 

Mr. Ti^.tU'i_ 

T*le. Room_ 

MUs Hvim-.-s 

Mias Gandy_ 


Dear Mr. Hoover! 3rrAP^IB ^ < V" 

^^1 m j m m ' * 

The enclosed letter was printed in our local paper yesterday. It’s 
appearance encouraged me to write you, for I wish to find out something. 

First let me say that I’ve long been an admirer of yours, for the 
stand you*ve taken against crime and corruption in this country. Because 
I’m a member of the Bible Baptist Church here in Klamath Falls, I have 
been especially interested in your comments about the value of the 
Sunday School. 

I 1 I'm writlng^SDa^k your opinion of a book a friend gave me entitled; 

| THE/MARTIN LUTHER jKJjjfi JSTORY, by Dr. James Bales. Perhaps you’ve heard 
of nL-e- boo kp 1 paid no attention to the book until King f s assasination, 
then started to read it. The information he reveals is far different 
than what our newspapers and magazines have said about this man. I had 
heard he was either a communist or else associated with communists. Bales 
wrote his book from second hand Information, quoting many other writers, 
including you. The average person doesn’t have access to the source 
material the author quotes from, or doesn’t have the time to look into 
the. matter, or the opportunity to investigate personally this man’s life. 
If Indeed what he says is true about King, then we either have a controllc 
press, or else there are a lot of ignorant people in this country. 

It occured to me someone in a position such as yours should make 
known the facts about this person, someone whom the public looks up to 
and respects. It is possible the F.B.I. is not allowed to reveal certain 
facts from their files. 

I’m not colored, nor do I hold anything against the colored people. 

I do believe that everyone, whether black or white, should know the / 
facts about this man, and are entitled to. > *•« 

By the way, I enjoyed reading your book^ASTUD^^O^COMMUNISM, 
which I read last year. 


Sincerely yours 

t . vuT * ; 

~v' r : J . V# * 


<Z<JL V-p>- 

. f ' cS . 

Y# r 





, 1 i 


V,1 r ^ •“*&' 

••• 


~ IS" 

a APR rSKB 68 




/ 


3 


too 


s' April 23, 1968 

ioG&IO- 33(a 1 


A & 



ougiaston, New York 11362 


Dear 


ALL l’;F0 E:'yf:'a CONTAINED 
HEREIi: 13 U?:C. oSIKIED 
DATEM f L_ BYSA (f 


Thank you for the very favorable comments and 
kind sentiments in your letter of April 15th concerning my admin* 
istration of this Bureau. 

In response to your inquiry, although I would like 
to be of assistance, information contained in our files must be 
maintained as confidential in accordance with regulations of the 
Department of Justice. I regret J am unable to furnish the data 
you are seeking. 


MAiUfi 12 

APR 2 31968 

COMM.FBJ 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 


HtvF ‘ • r*r*r>tt3>a 
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Tol.cn _ 
DeLooch 

Mohr _ 

Bi»hop _ 
Carter _ 
\ Callahan 
Conrad _ 

J Felt_ 

Cole _ 

; Rosen _ 

Sullivan . 

Tavel _ 

Trotter _ 
T*ie. Rtx 
Holme* _ 
Gandy __ 


NOTE: Biifiles indicate prior limited correspondence, last outgoing 
v 8*16-66 in response to her request for information concerning an 
S individual. She was advised at that time of the confidential nature.of 
'ehr files; however, it is felt appropriate j£^jstate this policy to her. 
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Dear Mr. Hoover, 


You once had some unpleasant things to say about 
Martin Luther King, which I agreed with then and still do. 

The recent displays for him were over done but in 
some quarters maybe had to be so to avoid worse trouble. 

c 

I__ you can, at this time, give me any information that 
will offset the liberal - left view, I would greatly appreciate 
it. 

Thank you and keep up your good work. I think you 
are the greatest man in our government today. God bd’ 
with you! 


Yours truly, 


M 
M 

MfT^IuXr 

MY.^frrr- 
Mr. Cali?./,an 
Mr. Conrad 
Mr. **>It_ 

Mr. Trutter..- 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss Holmes _ 
Miss Gandy_ 
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Dear 


Go-76 


l-t 




Your letter of April 9th, with enclosure indicating the 
concurrence of your friends in your communication, has been received, 
and I want to thank you for the kind sentiments and generous comments 
concerning my administration of the FBI. 

While I certainly appreciate the concern which prompted 
you to write, |.have never made any statements to the effect that 
Martin Luther King was a communist. Information of this nature, 
whether substantiated or not, could not be released under provisions 
of an order issued by the Department of Justice pertaining to all mat* 
ters of a confidential nature. 

I want to assure you that we in the FBI will continue to 
discharge our responsibilities in the internal security field with the same 
high degree of thoroughness and dispatch which have characterized our 
investigations in the past. 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable l&^Buf lies. The 52 names- • ;i 
appearing oh the enclosure were not checked through Buqpau,Indices -Vvh 
for jiurpoie'df ^sWering this letter. 
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Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D, C. 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Pelt 

*■ ^2z:r 

TeJ™ 1 *' - 

u e - «oo m 
” i88 

M,88 Gan dy ~— 


This is a letter I have been intending to write for a long ti 
events of the past week make it imperative. First, may I th; 
with deepest sincerity, for your integrity, service and the exceuc. 
use you make of your talents. My respect and admiration for you and 
the job you have done is unparalleled for any other government official. 

[My concern is for our wonderful country, WHAT is happening to our 
government? Declaring we are to have our flags at half-mast until 
[after Dr. King's funeral, and that the nation is to be in mourning! 

|That will be the day when I put the American flag at half-mast for a 
known Communist!! It had always been my impression that this was an 
honor reserved for presidents, vice presidents, former presidents and 
national heros. Dr, King's murder was terrible and against all the 
principles of our nation; but to make anyone a hero and martyr who 
caused that much trouble and strife wherever he went, seems definitely 
out of line .... our government must be running scared. Granted, he J 

I won the Nobel Peace Prize, and respect is due for that, but time chanj- 
everything, and it certainly changed him. 




I am a firm believer in Equal Rights - Within the Law . People 
| I have forgotten that you called King a communist and if he wasn’t an 
11 out and out communist, he certainlv acted deeo Dink! Now all these 

i * * * 

riots, burning and looting - these people should be dealt with quickly 
and severely — no matter what color. It is no one's privilege to act*? 
outside the law and destroy in minutes what others have worked a life¬ 
time to build. Freedom is dear to us and must not be sacrificed on the 
altar of the selfish few who refuse to honor and live up to its 
responsibilities. 


v 


if iv 


It seems that our whole government must be lined with either red or 
yellow - and either way that is BAD, Why is everyone so afraid? 
thi^ ens ness i s allowed to continue, bloodshed, grief, and loss T 

will be rampant. Normally responsible, lawabiding people will feel 
forced to take the law in their own hands, and make judgements - this \ 
will be worse! * 


A 


My husband owns a small lumber business and I am a secretary. We are 
average Americans, in our fifties* j^d have six married children - one 
son in Viet Nan. ^‘3 U>0~ /f ^ 7 / ^ *5 T ' 

jing our officials' reasoning back 
d upholding the law. It's the 
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PLEASE use your influence toward ge 
to our Constitution, Bill of Riptftl 
only way our country can survive 

^ classified 

l . . r, ,, , ^^ M_ ^ •(A L>\ >*— a < 

cc: nep, wm. j. biamon ir 
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St. Louis, Missouri 
Dear 





Your letter of April 12th has been received. 

In response to your inquiry as to whether or not 
Martin Luther King was a communist, information of this nature, 
whether substantiated o i not, cannot be released because of a 
Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confiden¬ 
tial nature. 


MA1UEQ 2 

APR i b 1968 

COMM-FBI 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar HoavSf 
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NOTE: Bufile^contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
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. LOUIS (NORMANDY). MO. SSISI 



April 12, 


1968 



Mr. TWel_ 

Mr. Trotter_ 

Tele. Room_ 

M.ss Holmes_ 

Miss Gandy_ 


Dear Mr. Hoovers 



One of our parishioners has stated that 
your office could attest that Martin Lnt.W 
King, Jr,. is a communist. I cannot con¬ 
ceive of this being even remotely true. 

I imagine the person has secured his in¬ 
formation from a right-wing reactionary 
group which is so sure of itself that it 
believes your office can certify the fact. 


I am writing for word from you which 
either supports or contradicts the charge. 


V 

f - ' > 

V v 



Mr. J. FIdgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 
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-The above Pictore was made by an employee of the state of Georgia 
at the glghlander Folk School in Moteegle,Tennessee during the Labor 
Day Week-end of 1957* The Photographer was sent to the highlander Folk 
School by the Georgia Commission.on Education.The Highlander Folk School 
was abolished by an act of the Legislature of the State of Tennessee at 
a later date because it was charged with being a subversive organization. 

Those numbered in the picture are; 

1. Martin Luther King,JR,, of the monigemery boycoutt and the Birmingham 
riots. 

( 

2. Abner W. Berry of the Central Committee of the Communist Party. 

3. Aubrey Williams, President of the Southern Conference Education fund Inc,. 
The Transmission Belt in the South for the Communist Party. 

4. Myles Horton, Director of Highlander Folk School for Communist Training, 
Montcegle* Tennessee. 

# 

The "Four Horsemen" of racial egltatlon have brought tension, dlstubance, 
Strife, and violance in their advancement of the Communist doctrine of 
n racialjnationclism." 
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been received. 


Your letter of April 16th, with enclosure, has 


I appreciate the interest which prompted you to 
write and furnish me your comments on the matters you mentioned. 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoovef l *. v ; JH.V-r* i l : J*J CONTAINED 
HEREiii IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE&L^tfc!—BYs^JJLiQja 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
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The Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 
F. B. I. Director, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Little Rock, Ark 
4 - 16-68 JZJZCt' 

ALL CC'.' *V r 

H: : u MCLi.SS-r'i 

Of .: _ * 

___ . .. bolM 


I trust that you viewed the Martin Luther King* ^ funeral through its 
entirety, is I did* I sensed a feeling that he delibertly walked out 
in face of the assassin to die as a Martyr for the Communist cause, 
in viewing the many incidents I believe He made all the arrangements and 
preached his own funeral. The fact that the news media announced that 6 
communist countries mourned his death was evident that he was a 
communist. I believe he felt to die as a "so called" Martyr that the /y 
communistic Civil Rights housing Bill would pass, plus * 

the donations for a big memorial to be erected in his honor plus donations 
for his children’s scholarships and etc. I wonder how much insurance he 
left to his communistic cause. The Plot was so well arranged that I 
doubt the assassin ever being caught. I believe to search all his files 
plus Abernathy and other "so called" top aids would reveal the truth that 
our country needs to know. Even some Catholic’s are praying to him , 
as St. Martin Luther King. I wonder what America is headed fon?^- 


/OH- 

Sincerely, 
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Suspect in King ■* 
Killing Vanishes 



BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (AP) — 
Deadend clues to a man who 
vanished without a trace appar¬ 
ently confronted FBI agents to¬ 
day in their investigation of the 
sniper slaying of Dr. Martin Lu¬ 
ther King Jr 


claimed he held Louisiana driv¬ 
er’s license six years ago, but 
no record was found in the files 
There are mysteries within 
[the mystery: Galt left the Bir¬ 
mingham boarding house last 
Oct 7, saying he had a ship job 


False leads multiplied In the!* 11 Mobile, Ala. but in Decern- 

_ , r _ _ .. ,Vm L. *■-J 1— IL - 1_. , , 


Ihunt for Eric Starvo Galt, 
mysterious quiet-talking man 
whose last known address was a 
[Birmingham rooming house. 
[His former landlord said Mon¬ 
day he had Identified drawings 
shown by FBI agents ss resem¬ 
bling Eric Galt 
“It’s him,*' said Peter 
Cherpes, 72, who runs a two-sto¬ 
ry Southside boarding house 
where an Erie Galt lived for six 
weeks last falL 
Galt’s abandoned white Mus¬ 
tang was impounded last Thurs 


J... V*. it. tins i- sii_ a_ 

u*jr u y me r m m Auama. ll m 
the description of a car seen 
leaving the scene after King 
was killed April 4 by a sniper 
[firing from a rooming house in 
Memphis, Term. 

Memphis witnesses described 
the suspected assassin, who reg¬ 
listered as John Willard at a 
.rooming house opposite King’s 
motel, as about six feet and san¬ 
dy-haired and “a clean, neat 
man.” • 

No trace of Willard has appar¬ 
ently been found. 

| An FBI alert for Eric Starvo 
Galt in a white Mustang was is¬ 
sued in Florida last Thursday, 
[but was canceled. However, file 
FBI has continued a search for 
Galt’s whereabouts or dues to 
[his past 

After Cherpes disclosed what 
his boarder said of his work and 
[background. Associated Press 
inquiries turned up blanks. 

Is there a real" Eric Starvo 
Galt? The FBI was asked, but 
[declined comment Neither 
would the FBI say why GaK 
was wanted, though the Florida 
[alert bad sought only to spot the 
man, not arrest him. No war¬ 
rant had been issued then. 

The man known as Eric Galt 
had said he was employed at a 
Mississippi shipyard, but there 
[was no record of him. He 


[her, he turned in the keys to his 
safety deposit box at the Bir¬ 
mingham Trust National Bank. 

In addition, a duplicate driv¬ 
er’s license for Eric Starvo Galt 
iwas mailed to the Birmingham 
address March I, nearly seven 
[months after he left, and it ap¬ 
parently vanished. The Bir¬ 
mingham post office indicated 
no forwarding address was left 
|for Galt 

‘The papers said he went 
down March 1 to ask for a dupli¬ 
cate license and be put the 
address, which was 
'wrong. He wasn’t here," said 
Cherpes, who recalls Galt as 
‘nice and friendly, quiet” 
Cherpes described Galt as 
about 6 feet 165-175 pounds with 
[blue eyes and light brown hair, 
j» neat, taciturn man. ”If some¬ 
body talked to him, he would 
talk,” the landlord recalled. 

Galt had a room at the board 
tog house from Aug. 26 to Oct 7, 
jlttST, Cherpes said. The rent was 
i $22.50 a week. “He registered 
here that he came from Pasca¬ 
goula, Miss.” The boarder said 
he worked at Ingalls in ship¬ 
building jobs. Chapes said. No 
[record of his employment was 
found, the company office said 
Monday at Mobile. 

“He was here an vacation and 
[be said be was going to stay 
here about four months,” the 
landlord said. The new boarder 
'usually slept until about 11 a.m.. 
had most of his meals at the 
rooming house and stayed to 
himself most of the time. 

The second week after he ar¬ 
rived, Galt bought a car, the 
1*66 white Mustang, paying 
cash. He needed a driver’s li¬ 
cense. 

He asked me if I could drive 
[him down to take the test,” 
Cherpes said. "I did.” 
Ontbelicense application. 
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Mr. Gale _ 

Mr. Roaen_ 


Mr. Sullivan 

Mr. Tavel_ 
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DEAR MR HOOVER I RESPECTFULLY REQUEST YOU RELEASE THE COMMUNIST 

o 

AFFFILIATION FILE ON MARTIN LUTHER KI NG SO THE TRUE STORY ON 
V THIS MAN CAN BE TOLD TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE I FULLY UNDERSTAND 
‘ THE ODDS YOU ARE WORKING AGAINST THE AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE ALWAYS 

-°10 REC •& /0O-k)(~l 

:an 

ANTI-CHRISTIAN PERSON 


LOOKED UP TO YOU AND THEY LOO 
. H 

SAKE LET THE IEOPLE KNOW TE TRUE NATURE OF THIS ANTI 
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April 15, 1968 
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Your letter of April 9th has been received and I 
appreciate the interest which prompted you to write. Although 
I would like to be of assistance in response to your inquiry, 
information in our files must be maintained as confidential 
pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice. 
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_COMM-FBI 


Sincerely yours, 
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J. Edgar Hoover 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 

federal bureau of investig 
UN.TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 
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Dear Mr. Hoover, 


MR. CASPER _ 

MR. C ALL AH AN 

MR. CONRAD _ 

MR. FELT_ 

MR. 

MR. ROSeAHkSi 


, 1 a ™ ma rking the envelope of thls“" 

letter Personal In hopes that It will * ULI - ,V »"K-_Z 

reach your desk. In the past few TAVtu - 

years from what I have read etn t T "° TT '" - 

was a Communist SlnTTUs assas-' . IZt 

•““** “ 1" mad. avails, 
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frooKiyn, «ew York 

£ Your letter of April 8th has been received 

^ In response to your inquiries. Information contained 

In our files must be maintained as confidential in accordance with 
regulations of the Department of Justice. I regret I am unable to 
furnish the data you are seeking. 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover* 


•w; 3 r”* 2 T 

gSn&aiffl . ■ 

NOTE: Bufiles indicate one prior outgoing to correspondent dated 
4-4-62 furnishing him with reprint material on communism. 
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April 8, 1968 


Mr. John Edgar Hoover, 
Director Federal Bureau 
of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 


Mr. fcuin w 

Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Trotter_ 


Tele. Room_ 

Miss Holmes 
Miss Gandy-_ 


The shocking news of the sudden assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King on April 4, has reverberated 
afUtihd "the"world. 


Our country has been left stunned with mixed emotions 
and asking themselves why this apostle of peace and 
non-violence was brutally slain. 


There are some who are second-guessing and drawing 
conclusions without facts or documentary proof. 


Ugly rumors such of the following keep cropping up. 

1. That the late Dr. King was associated with the 
black-power representatives H. Rap Brown and 
Stokely Carmichael. 


2. That Dr. King was also associated with the 

communist party plotting to overthrow the United 
States government. 

I Would appreciate your thoughts and answers to the 
disturbing remarks. 

Thanking you for your courtesy, I remain 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr, Hoover: 


The information which I request in this letter is of great importance 
to me and to the people whom I serve as pastor here in northeast 
Houston, Caucasians, Latin-Americans, and Negroes reside in our parish 
area. 

What factual informatio o° es your bureau have, if any, connecting the 
late Dr, Martin Lu ther Ming with the Communist Party? Has your Bureau 
attempted to either confirm or disprove the charges of some individuals 
and groups that Dr, King did in fact receive training by the Communist 
Party and was working to further the un-American objectives of the Com¬ 
munist Party in this country? 

I need sound facts to use as a basis for counseling my people in the 
wake of Dr, King's assassination. My goal is to foster understanding 
and brotherhood between people of all races. You have made it quite clear 
in your published writings that this is also one of your primary goals, 

I am convinced that you can be of great help to me by providing me with 
the true /acts# 

I would like to respond intelligently to statements and questions that 
I am hearing. If Dr. King is guilty as some have charged, my people need 
to know this. If he has been unjustly charged, they need to know this. 

I am prepared to H tell it like it is n with the facts which you provide. 



Thanking you in advance for your kind consideration of my request and 
complimenting you on your fine efforts on behalf of the Christian faith 
and true Americanism, I remain 

/go tin 


Sincer 
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April 17, 
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1968 








^ I have received your letter of April 10th, with 

*' enclosure, and appreciate the interest which prompted you to 
write. 1 also want to thank you for your kind cammsigts. 

In response to your inquiry regardingjthe person 
you described, you may be referring to Mrs. Julia Brown who 
furnished information on subversive activities to the’TBI mi a 
confidential basis from 1951 to I960. Although she was not an 
employee of this Bureau, she was compensated for her services. 
In keeping with my long-standing policy, I cannot continent 
further concerning Mrs. Brown* 
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Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 


ALL TALKED 

BETF*T TZ ' ’ -~ T ?IU) 


ft./ 


'Tolton 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no ^record identifiable with 
Enclosed self-addressed^inv elope is being utilized in rtpljD *pur 
files show that fliers have been distributed around the cOumry^ 
advertising Mrs* Julia Brown’s speeches to "tell afcp^t?thejfyighte%n 
ing secret background of Martin Luther King." Therefore', it ~ h * 
appears he is referring to Mrs. Brown. 


Trotter 
T.le, Room 
Holm.* 
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Public Relations Department 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
*.ashington, D.C . 

(Public Information Section): 



Placentia, Calif. 
April 10ta, 1968 


ft 

k>7<£) 

92670 


Dear Sir: 


A couple of years ago, 1 happened upon a pamphlet or brochure on a 
schedule of lectures ^i-yen to the public By a negro woman who worked 
with pr. Martin Lut her King ’s organization for a year or two to find 
out if" his organization was~a*ll right. The brochure stated she had 
discovered beyond any doubt that his chosen lieutenants and others 
close to him were communist agents end others working closely for the 
cause of the triumph of world communism. She mentioned that she was 
denied a rightful opportunity to speak to her own people, and that the 
negro leaders resolutely were determined to try everything to prevent 
her from presenting the facts she had unearthed so that the negro people 
could decide for themselves. Is this true? Could you send me some li¬ 
terature and lists of sources (books, articles, etc.) which would define 
for me once and for,all, or definitely, her career as one of the FBI’s 
agents in the Civil Rights movement, and particularly in Dr. King's or¬ 
ganization? I want a complete, detailed picture and proof; 1 want to 
be completely objective, end I'm not afraid of the whole truth. ne must 
be brave this way, these days. I hope you can send the information or 
addresses which will have the information by return mail in the stamped, 
enclosed envelope. 


Thanks so much for your efforts. In the past I have so often found that 
$he FBI is so often slandered and smeared for doing a good job; perhaps 
there are those who have drawn or gathered to themselves high prestige 
and affluence and influence by "down-grading" you in a multitude of ways 
It is simply a fact that one of the prime objectives in the communists* 
scheme of takeover in any country is an inculcation and engineering of 
lawlessness and hatred and deep-seated reflexive distrust of all law- 
enforcing agencies, no matter how honest they are, and particularly be¬ 
cause they are honest. It's too bad this kind of indoctrination or brai 
washing by manipulating ideals and emotions and motives goes on in educa 
today, too; I have taught school for the pastr£l years. . . , , 4 

/oo /di ve - 

Thanks again. I wish you the best in all your honest efforts. Maybe 
someday someone may give you a "break" along these lines. 
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Date: 


4/15/68 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 


C 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 

FROU: SAC, NEW HAVEN (100-18410) (RUC) 

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER iflNG 


SM - C 
00; AT 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINEI 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 




RE: Boston airtel to the Director, 4-10-68 






On 4-15-68, 

m Remington Arms company 
vised that MARTIN LUTHER KING had never ordered firearms 
from Remington Arms Company, Inc*, or made inquiry con¬ 
cerning firearms* 




According toRemington Arms Company, Inc*, 
has never received an order for 10,000 shotguns or rifles 
from any single individual* y 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 

/I 


FROM: 
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SAC, ALBANY (IOO-I 876 I) (RUC) 

MARTIN LUTHER KING 
SM-C 
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(00: Atlanta) 1\v 

Re Cleveland airtel 3/29/68, and Boston airtel 
4/10/68. __ fa 7 ( c 

On 4/16/68, 

Remington Arms, Inc., ^ 

that all guns sold by his company are manufactured at this 
plant and shipments of them are made to authorized distributors 
only. He stated no shipment of guns is made to individuals 
or to organizations and, therefore, no such shipment would 
have been directed at any time to Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

He noted that a shotgun with an l 8 n barrel would 
be the Remington model 870 , 12 gauge, which has been known as thp 
riot gun now called the police gun. He stated that in 1966 
there were 3>495 of these weapons sold, over ^,000 of which 
went to the California Highway Patrol and during 1967 only 
845 of these were sold all to known distributors. 
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United states go^ inment 

Memorandum 

Mr. W. C. Sullivan3f^ ^ 


C. D. Brennan^y^r^! 
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subject. ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING 


1 - Mr. C.^i). DeLoach 
1 - Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
1 — Mr. G. C. Moore 

DATE: April 17, 1968 

1 - Mr* C. D, Brennan 
1 - Mr. D. M. Wells t/c.%, 


ft }f 





\u 


Since the assassination of Martin Luther King, we 
have been closely following the activities of Stanley Levison * 
and leaders of the Communist Party, USA (CPUSA), to determine M 
what effect this event has had on the efforts of both Levison 
and the Party to continue to exploit racial problems in this . 
country. /V 




With regard to the reaction of the CPUSA, it is 
ted that as soon as news of the assassination was announced, 
2 CPUSA moved, as expected, to exploit the situation to its 
n advantage. A special issue of .Workereast coast 
Jjfcmnunist newspaper, was prepared eulogizing King and 

tacking racism in the U. S. Copies‘-were shipped to each 
O^v.rty district for mass distribution*- 
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Memorandum to Mr. W. C. Sullivan 

HE: ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING 



Information set forth above has been disseminated 
to the Department and the military intelligence agencies. 


ACTION: 


For information. We are closely following this 
matter and will keep you advised of pertinent developments. 







i 


p^t - 



Your letter of April 10th has been received and I 
appreciate the interest which prompted you to write and furnish 
xne your comments concerning the matters you mentioned. 1 also 
mnt to take this opportunity to thank you for your kind sentiments. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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NOTE: Bufiles reflect an outgoing letter to correspondent on 2-9-64 in 
response to her letter containing favorable remarks concerning the 
Director’s press conference. 
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Mr. jasper_j 

Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Conrad_ 

April 10, 19 & 8 ,''"' 1 *- 


The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



Sullivj 

r. Tavel. 
Mr. Trottei 
Tele. Roor 
Hiu Holm^ 

Iriu flmvtAd 
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From the depths of horror and nausea I am compelled 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


to offer my condolences to you for what you must be suffering 
at watching the most massive brainwashing job in the history of 
the world. This fellow who used religion to cover his "civil 
disobedience" training for rioting is now being touted as a 
second Jesus Christ and a Messiah even for those who deny the 
First Messiah. He stormed the nation teaching that laws should 
be broken if the breaker disapproved of them and from this seed 
our present condition of civil war has sprouted. Worst of all 
our police are given instructions not to use night sticks or guns, 
to only watch the looting and fires and mak^'motions (for TV cameras 
probably) . r\A -r 



Tft.a 






cr-.u'i Vi^j ■- . 

The whole event looks like a frameup ffer the mighty 
push. I now believe that King himself knew of the plot and was 
told he would be just a little bit shot, like Meredith. With 


.v 

i/ 


false leads given to law enforcement officers the "crime" could j 
never be solved and the FBI could be discredited throughout th<v'~^yj 
nation and with it J. Edgar Hoover who was not really a favorite^*"^ 
of King and his disciples. He has been said to have "predicted" 
his martyrdom and the whole scene sounds phonys an assassin (who 
MUST be white), the victim on the balcony talking to friends below 
— how else could he be shot without police watching? All my 
liberal acquaintances reacted as planned but all my conservative! 
friends agree. From the fact that trouble in NYC is suppressed 
by the mayor and the press (I have police officers and neighbors 
who say nothing gets into the papers) and the fact that Lindsay 
is claiming credit for keeping peace here, it is almost impossible , 
to escape the conclusion that the Liberal Establishment is groom- 
ing him for the Top Spot, and nothing must mar his image 9 ^’ 

REC-40 too - /Ob 6 70 - 

How did Kenyatta, the Mau-Mau leader get into 
I hear that he rode to Memphis with Lindsay f l 

EX-116? _ 

... . For the love of God and our country, Mr. Hoover keep” 
yourself safe- ' We need you desperately. May God protect^^Tou, 

• ^, c) tamw 


thi; 


country? 




April 17, 1968 



REttt 

/Co- iOLr(r. 7(j -- JJSif 




Your letter was received on April 15th. 

I never made any statements to the effect 
that ^ta^ln_jj\dhgrKlng jyas a communist. Information of this 
nature, whether substantiated or not, could not be released under 
provisions of an order issued by the Department of Justice per¬ 
taining to all matters of a confidential nature. 




Sincerely yours, 



J. Edgar Hoova’ 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Since the death of Dr. Martin Luther King there as 
been talk about him being a Communist. One of the motEers 
of a sixth grader in the class that I am teaching said that: 

1. It is a shame to lower the flag in memory of a 
communist. 


2. There are pictures of him conferring with communist 
leaders. 

( 3. Edgar J. Hoover has proven and has said that he was 
a communist. r 

i 

Has your office investigated such allegations ? r “* 

Have they studied such mentioned pictures ? J* 

I Can your office send any information that would give a 

good answer to these questions. I think many people are podrly 
informed about how Dr. King stood on Communism. I may be one 
of them. Please answer soon if possible. 
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^"“Durham, North Carolina 2771)7. 
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Dear 

(|) Thank you for your letter of April 10th. It 

,v“ \ was good of you to openly express the obvious interest you 

. >j f\ I do wish I could be of service to you in con- 

i'<? Qs nection with the subject of your inquiry. There are, however, 
t ■ 1 ^ certain official regulations, long in effect, which maintain as 

' strictly confidential the information in FBI files. 


> . o 


^<K 


J ^ 


I certainly hope that your son returns to you 
safely from Vietnam. He and other brave young men are 
performing a tremendous service for their country. 


mailed!! 

APR 1 G 1968 

_COMM-FBJ 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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April 10, 1068 


Dear Mr. Hoover, 




Mr. : 

Mr. r i - 
Mr. r- 
Tel . 1,'OU . 

My heart ia heavy for my eon and all servicemen fighting in Vietnajuw ^ 

From all the trouble in our country today, it appears to me that we muat^ I ss Gandy - 
be under communism. If this is true, why not bring our boys home, } ~ 


I have always taught my children to love their country, honor its 
flag,always,and if their country needed them, it was their duty to go. 
Today I must admit sorrowfully, I have taught them wrong. I honestly from 
my heart believe our country has turned its back on the white race and 
the taxpayer. Let me state this in another way. I cannot put the blame 
on the country but the leaders of our land, for you see a home is no 
better than the people in it, so I must say a country is no better than 
the people who run it. 


A few years ago, I read in tl^p^per where you stated that your files 
had enough in them on ^Martin LutheVjAng Jr - to stop him from all his has 
done. I believe this'"one man lias created more violence and hatred under 
the name of nonviolence than any man An these United States* Mr. Hoover, if 
your files have information on this man, I believe it is your duty to your 
country, to its taxpayers,for they have had to bare the burden of this man 
heavily, and most of all to our servicemen, fighting and dying uselessly 
in Vietnam. 


Please except this letter as written sincerely from my heart, for I 
am deeply concerned for ny country, the fighting men in Vietnam, and for 
the burdened taxpayer. 
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April 15, 1968 
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Honorable Sam J. Ervin, Jr. 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

My dear Senator: 



I have received your letter of April 11th 
concerning inquiries made of you regarding the release 

of information from FBI files pertaining to Martin Luther 
King* 


While I certainly would li Ve to be of ‘v 

assistance to your constituents, information in our fUes 
must remain confidential in accordance with regulations 
of the Department of Justice. I regret 1 cannot be of help. 


MAILED 12 

APR 1 b 1968- 

rxz 

COMM-FBI —I 
—,» »> am 


Sincerely yours, 




note: : Senator Ervin is on the mailing list to receive the Uniform Crime 
Reports bulletin and we have maintained cordial correspondence with him. 
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^CnMcb -Sfctfcs Senate 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 10310 

April 11 , 1968 



Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Because of the events #f the pest week, I have received 
a number of letters and telegrams from my North Carolina consti¬ 
tuents asking that the Federal Bureau of Investigation open its 
files, if any, on Dr. Martin LutherKing. 

In order to answer these communications, I would like 
to have an answer from you on whether the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation's policy would allow this. 

With kindest regards, I am V_ j 

Sincerely yourB, 


Sam J. Ervin, Jr. 1 
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Wyoming 82435 


Dear, 





Your letter of April 8th has been received. 


In response to your inquiry, I did make the statement 
that Martin Luther King was the most notorious liar in the country 
at a press conference on November 18, 1964. I did so because he 
had grossly distorted the facts concerning our Special Agents handling 
civil rights investigations in the Sopth. It is not possible for me to 
comment further inasmuch as information in our files must remain 
confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department of 
Justice. ■/ 



MAJUO 12 

AP?U^1968 


Sincerely yours, 

3. Edgar Hoover 







John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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r. Rosen 
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Mis* Holme* . 
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Mr, J. tdgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr, Hoover: 


In our attempt to understand and actively participate in the struggle 
for racial equality (in spite of our distance from the cities), we've been 
trying to understand the situation. Yesterday, during our discussion 
group which follows the Sunday a ^rv ^ce, the following questions were raised. 
Didn't you call Dr. Martin LutheVlUng, Jr. a liar, and wasn't he a fellow- 
traveler of the Communists in your Dpinlon7 i 


•I-would hope that you could give an explanation of the above in 
proper context. UJe have fine people in thiB town, but some have swallowed 
the John Birch technique and thus are quoting you all over the place in 
a way which is not only out of context but completely distorted. My aim 
is for the love of Jesus Christ to really overcome the hatred bred by f \ 
prejudice in these people, I would appreciate some kind of statement fromCJ 
you since, in front of a large number of people yesterday, I challenged 
the idea that you consioered King a Communist (although I realize you 
have had your differences with Dr. King). Thank you very much. 

Sincerely yours, 


b^J 
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Mansfield, Ohio 44903^ * ^ ^ H 



Tear! 


Your letter of April 9th has been received. 


In response to your request, information in our 
files must be maintained as confidential pursuant to regulations 
of the Department of Justice. It Ls not possible for me to com¬ 
ment further concerning your inquiries. 


MAJLEQ 12 

APR 1 51968 

COMM'FBJ 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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April 9, 1968 


J. Edgar Hoover, Chief 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 




Mr. Tolson. 

Mr. DrT-oa cW—y 

Mr. f - 

Mr. Caliahan — 
Mr. Conrad... - 
Mr. Felt 


Mr. Gale {—- 
Mr. Tir^nl 
Mr. 

Mr. Tavcl — 
Mr. Trotter .... 
Tele. Room — 
Miss Holmes- 
Miss Gandy - 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


The other day I heard a radio broadcast by Paul Harvey 
on station WMAN in Mansfield, Chlo. 


During that broadcast, Harvey cautioned people that 
they should contact their congressmen, and the representatives 
should in turn contact the F.B.I., before the communities 
follow through with plans to rename streets and public 
buildings after the late Martin Luther"Icing, 

Why? Why the Federal Bureau of Investigation? If you 
have something to tell us that we should know, why don't 
you say it? Why must it come through a commentator? 

( Will you please tell me wha t you have on this subject? 

Why shouldn't we go ahead with such plans? 

It is important for me to know what this means. May I ^ 
please have your complete answer as quickly as possible 

Sincere ly, 
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Your letter of April 11th has been received. 


In response to your Inquiry, this Bureau has never 
issued the statement which was attributed to it in your commun¬ 
ication. Information of this nature, whether substantiated ornot, 
could not be released under provisions of an order Issued bj§ihe 
Department of Justice pertaining to all matters of a confidential 
nature. y. L S 


J 
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Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoovetf 
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NOTE: Bufiles reflect that in " 
was a prosecuting attorney 
received assistance from 
prosecution of a murder case. 


■tj . - 


ALL UTF0r?^T T Cr r r * T TATNED 
HFP.F T ” ' *:*" -ArsiFIEp 

0TH£KKIS£i 




corresp ondent 

_ he 

successful 











0 





Mr.'^per_ 
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Mr. Conrad- 
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Mr. Ta-vel-- 

Mr. Trotter- 

Tele. Room- 

Miss Holmes_ 

Miss Gandy- 
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Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 20001 

Dear Sir: 

Unless my memory fails me ,| Martin LutherKing was identified 
by your Bureau as being dangero us t o Ihe -weifare of the 
Republic. If this is true I would appreciate a copy of what 
lever public statement was made in this regard. 

Thanking you for your courtesy, I remain, 

Very truly yours, 
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Your letter of April 11th has been received. 


In response to your inquiry, at a press conference 
on November 18, 1064, I did make the statement that Martin Luther 
King was the most notorious liar in the country. I did so because he 
had grossly distorted the facts concerning our Special Agents handling 
civil rights investigations in the South. 



Information relating to any possible communistic 
affiliations on the part of Martin Luther King, whether substantiated 
or not, could not be released under provisions of an order issued by 
the Department of Justice pertaining to all matters of a confidential 
nature. 
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APR 171968 
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Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoove? 


| NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with corresrondent 
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Mr. 3. Edgar Hoover 
Federal 5ureau of Investigation 
LlJ? r *hinaton, D. C. 

Deer Mr. Hooverr 

(T* u 

^paring a recent discussion of Reverend Martin Luther 
^ -‘ninn. 3r—I atp leader of Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, I mentioned the fact that I believe he had 
Communistic affiliations and was a threat to the security 
of cur country. And I still believe the Southern Christian 
Leadership Confe.ence is a threat to our country’s security, 

I was verbolly attacked for even mentioni ng M r. King’s name 


with Com unism. I 
authority and hope 


m ing r 

do need some material^ rom respected 
you can help me. 


A recent newspaper article quoted you as calling Martin 
Luther King the "biggest liar in our country.” Uill you, 
please tell me why you called him a liar?” 


I need a reply within the next ten days, and thank 
in advance for whatever help you will give me. 
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Dear 


Your letter of April 8th has been received. 
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"c 1° response to your inquiry, at a press conference 

jpq-November 18, 1964, I did make the statement that Martin Luther 
King was the most notorious liar in the country. 1 did so because 
-he had grossly distorted the facts concerning our Special Agents 
handling civil rights investigations in the South. 
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Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Honorable Robert B. Mathias 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

My dear Congressman: 




ii 


BE?7/ 
T“'” r 
0*-" 






X have received your letter of April 12 th, 
with enclosure* 

While I certainly would like to be of assist¬ 
ance to your constituent, information In our files must be 
maintained as confidential pursuant to regulations of the 
Departmen t of Justice. I regret I cannot be of help to 

this regard; however, X am enclosing some 
material concerning the communist Influence in racial 
matters which you may desire to forward to him. 
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Sincerely yours, 

J, Edgar Hoover 
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Sullivan _ 
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Enclosure 

Appropriations Testimony 2-16-67, re Communist Influence in Facial Matters 

NOTE: Congressman Mathias was elected in 1966. Our only outgoing 
to him 9-22-67, advised him we were opening an additional office at 
Sacramento, and in this letter he wa s addressed as above. Bufiles con¬ 
tain no record of Enclosure is letter from Genis to 

Ole Congressman calling for the release of Martin Luther King’s ’’record” 
WMGrmew and requests literature concerning subversive influences with- 
(5) in the civil rights movement. 
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BOB MATHIAS 

UTH DISTRICT, CAL.IPOWNIA 

1006 LjOngwowtx Houw Omci Building 
T turalM: *26-3341 (202) 


COMMJTTtt 

AGRICULTURE 


SUBCOMMITTEE*: 

COTTON 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
OILSEEDS AND RICE 


Congress of tije ©niteb States 

Houjst o! 3RcpreaScntatibejs 

ISasfjington, 3B.C. 20515 
April 12, 1968 


WILLIAM H. PARK 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
WASHINGTON. D C 

A 

KERN COUNTY OFFICE 
•00 TRUXTUN AVENUE, ROOM *02 
BAKERSFIELD, CALIFORNIA *3301 

KINGS AND TULARE COUNTIES: 
3SOI MOONEY BOULEVARD 
VISALIA. CALIFORNIA S3Z77 
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Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Enclosed is a copy of a let\e^fro^on^o f my 
constituents, 

fakers field, California, relative to reports 
Reverend Martin Luther King. 

I would appreciate your givin^consideration to the 
statements contained injmm^^letter and 
furnishing me with a report at your earliest 
convenience. 

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 


m / 

Hip 

til 




Sincerely, 


RM:lc 
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BOB MATHIAS 
U. S. Congressman 
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April 5, 68 


iyua; au , 


It has been stated in a Major Conservative 
Publication (I T m sorry I can f t quote but I misplaced the source) 

TT* T> T t „ 

Uldl LUC X . D.l. ClllU IB til JJUBBt?BBXUU UI UUlUlUCULIill 

reports regarding Martin Luther King’s activities. 

Since the federal executive branch has seen fit 

in n«Uii.n.:i.. T»_II iUn __nl - n> J -f._lU___.A_X. _ XI_lAf-J._Xntl 

lu cuuiu ai uy buuw uie ptrupie <uiu iui incr jpcrpeiraLt: uit; muuei <uc 

hoax concerning King, I feel as a United States citizen it is with in 
my rights to ask and indeed demand this farce be rectified through 
public airing of his record. 

If the ’’Freedom of information” Bill just signed into 
law is in effect, I claim it. 


rr^ * _ * 


we as a r*auon nave Deen 101 a no conspiracy is involved 
in the civil turmoil in our cities, if this is true it would be contradictory 
to withhold any information in the ’’National Intrest”if no threat or 
conspiracy exists. 

In this regard I hereby request any such alleged reports 
regarding Martin Luther Kings activities, and will pay any printing 
costs. 

Also I again request any government printing office 
lists regarding any subversive influences with in the civil rights 
movement that are available for purchase. 

I know how busy you are and pray you will be able to 
withstand the partisan ’’armtwisting” 


It must seem a thankless job you have, but I’m so glad 
in this turbulent period we have a man such as you who stands for 
truth and right to represent us. 
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Tour letter of April 9th, vftth eocloeerc, tat 
received tad I vast to thank you for vrttfc^ *td tomrl* 
ft inf ipe t copy erf your latter to Praaidtat Jntatna ^ 
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ftoTE: Although some rrf her correspondence has not been 
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•igitirture is appropriate. 
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Hx. Trotter_ 

Tde, Boom_ 

Mice Holmes_ 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Chief 
FBI, Department of Justice Bldg. 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Greetings ! How are you ? 

I am inspired again to write to you %jid enclose a copy of 
my letter to the President, requesting your consideration also 
concerning the issues. 

I have confidence in you as a Christian gentleman to uphold 
the Ideals of Martin Luther King, not only to uplift and benefit his 
race of people, but the white race, too, in mutual security of 
America. 

Wishing you all good things. 



Sincerely, 




1 Enel a/s 
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Pres ideal v>Ou 
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Dear Mr. PrtiiAi-t: 

fhi» letter 07 Ooodvlll and li^mtoc for a gooc President, ms 

for the onr who ms 3enatorof tier early IS✓ **• 

totertr, dt** to the sadjsreu cf tfc* lour and the (Wat her can Tragedy on the 
heath ©' *t iv-?* \Bf-ri.i42 &f r , ^ vereod King# I mi expressing the following 
fUva: 

Rolf XtaltuLua. r vr^,t « book eotltl'** ’’R-rv leader* of Afric V 1 that is no t ew ort hy 
for Aaeric v: bt ac^u^latcd vitfc to brine H to • —If mderrtandlng — that 
things oan be ohanjed for the hotter. 

Al a n Re too tee said that abstract Jueti.ce i» a great and powerful thing# hut that 
gractloaX Justine le till aore powerful • it ala— can guide tte peoples of the 
—rid toeaM'ae ^uwl. 

(hi HgF 1 T- of tlK took "hew loader** ^ 1r e ctatearat that la noteworthy. 

<hwte i Mk'i the vxite nan holds firm to hie Christian am' haaudert ideals, he 
will bo treasured by the African — a friend, a oo— lor# a helper of the first rank.” 

Aasrloa aoould veil rtatoU-f the lrouls of Jh r er ead King# the aac of the GUffUKl. 

—erica kau to re tarn to Goo in ti*- 3pint of Abrahaa Idncoln and Ge o r g e haetit n_t mi 
and avoid threntrrilar extinction fron Qaamsil— within and without* 

Vlahlng you all good things# and I also vi&h to express ny confidence In you — a 
Christian President to taring about Jurtloc due 1%-rx*. IuVt tc uj.lift 

his race of peopir — he would vial it* 
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Tol*on 


^ , Youp letter was received on April 17th and I want 

to thank you^for your kind comments* 

U 


ro 


111 response to your inquiry, I did not make the 
statement attributed to me in your communication. However at 
a press conference on November 18, 1964, I made the statement 
that Martin Luther King was the most notorious liar in the country. 

I did so because he had grossly distorted the facts concerning our 
Special Agents handling civil rights Investigations in the South. 

I have neither retracted this statement nor have I made any apology* 


V 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoovaf 
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West Covina, California 
91790 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
FBI 

Washington D.C. 




Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I am a firm believer in the fact that the late 
Dr, li ertin Lu ther King was as you once said, M The big¬ 
gest hypocrite TTftlie" c entury. 11 But alarmingly it 
has come to my knowledge by rumor that you have public- 
ally apoligized. 

You are a great man of importance. You are looked 
up to as a leader, as one whos 1 thoughts end words are 
to be looked upon as wise end important. You could lead 
many thoughts in the right direction. If we continue 
to let the people of this nation to honor and love those 
like Mr. King all rill slowly turn to his way of think¬ 
ing. 



Ho one has the guts to spe»k their mind on Mr. King. 
All men of importance have failed. All have forgotten 
rhet they once said of felt. Is the rumor true? Have 
you also failed? This country needs one good example, 
someone of importance to tell the truth about one of the 
worst people to become a leader. We need facts to prove 
it! 


I want to know if you did apoligize* I know you 
are a busy person, but I am in need of an answer. I'M 
one of this country's younger citizens. I*m a sophomore 
in high school and I want a decent nation to live in. 
Just the fact that you didn't apoligize would renew 
what little faith I have left for my countrys leaders. 

I hope you can truthfully supply it. - 
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I beg of you to please answer ray letter* I know I am 
of little Importance to someone like you, but I am a per¬ 
son who see’s little good becoming; of their country, an 6 
I would like to be assured that not all are "going bad." 


Sincerely yours, 
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April 16, 1666 
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Honorable L. Mendel Hirers 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

My dear Congressman: 


a 


Your letter of April 17th, with enclosure, 
has been received* 

In response to your constituent's Inquiry 
aa to whether or not Martin Luther King was a communist 
or has been connected with an organization dedicated to 
the overthrow of our country by violence, information of 
v^iits nature, whether substantiated or not, cannot be ^ 
pleased because of a Department of Justice order rafcartfc 
ing all matters of a confidential nature. I am sorry I ^ 
cannot be of assistance In this instance. uT 


The enclosure to your communication is 


being returned. 


1965 

comnt-fbi 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 


i/ 


INFCEMATTO!? P 

-. 73I?IJO * 

\ '■[ T' v... , 

*■ w>l>. . • 


l- . y-sg —I ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 1 ' 

&;>• Enclosure HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 4cQ*. k 

V -T DATFS^l RYS<M.\ft*vuJ a 


; MOTE: Although Congressman Rivers is known to the Director on a first- 
name basis, it iSjdeemed appropriate to address him as 'My dear 
I Congressman M i the incoming concerns a constituent in 
~ Bufiles contain no fecordjdenttfiable with 
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L. MENDEL RIVERS 
. * Fm«r Distmct 
* South Camouna 




Congress of tfje ©ntteb States 

Ho Mt of £epr«ttntatibeB 
8MifnBttn.JB.tf. 20515 
April 17, 1968 


CHAIRMAN 

COMUfTm ON AMMfD SotVldl 


The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 




Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Encl osed 
from the 

late Dr. Martin LuthJ 


of a letter I received 

_ regarding the 

>r King.~ ~ 1 believe that 
a clear aesire to determine 


expresses 

. , -—— ^ # --——• w v-w 

tne truth without bias regarding the questions he 
has put concerning Doctor King's background, and 
I would be grateful for any light you could shed 
on this matter. 


With warmest personal regards. 

Sincerely, 




LMK;BZC 

dh 


Member of Congress 
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HAMPTON, S. C. 
29924 


April 11, 1968 


tx 4 ) 


Congressman L. Mendel Rivers 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20027 

Dear Congressman Rivers: 

i, +h o In ^ rder T t0 C i? a r* a lot of mudd y water about the person Dr. Martin 
er Jo giie^it! W ° 6 t0 haVe S ° TO info ™ tl0 " " Inyourpow 

1- ]l 0 ,*‘ ever been « member of the Communist Party 

of the United States? 

2 ‘ F,B * 1 : have any information that would indicate 

that this man has been a part of an organization dedicated 
to the overthrow of our country by violence? 

3. Please relay any information that you feel might clear the 

record as to this man's character as an American and a loyal 
citizen. ^ 

■ J? s “ re . th , a , t "V continued support is with you in all of your work 
and efforts in Washington. * 
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April 11, 1968 


u-IZZ 



naheim, Calif or 
Dear 


Tl 





I have received your letter of April 5th and waigt to 
thank you for your kind sentiments regarding my work. Comments 


_ Wk.-_- 

such as yours are a source of encouragement to mm5 

With respect to your inquiries. The I§ll is strictly an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and} as such, does 
not determine whether prosecutive action will be unfcertaken in any 
situation. Such decisions, insofar as violations of federal law are 
concerned, are within the province of the Attorney general. 

X. ^ 

Since Information contained in FBI files must be main¬ 
tained as confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department 
of Justice, I am not in a position to comment further; however, you 
may wish to contact the Attorney General in this matter. — 
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k>7(C.) Ananelai) California 928 
April 5, 1968 


Mr. Tfiport^^v 1 
Mr. I 


. V 

Mr. ( if ; tl yy 

’*’• /:/ r*' 

V «; V rT -- 

Mi v r.-\ 

Mr. CV-nmi . 

Mr. Frit y , 
Mr. C*■ I. JnJj 
Mr. Rosej^^'. 
Mr. SuI^ewT 

Mr. Tavel ..._ 

Mr. Tr urr ... 

el?. Room_ 

IB2 H S ..... 
MiES Gandy_ 


The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr* Hoover, 

First, Sir, I shall like to take this opportunity to thank 
you, as one American to another on the fine work you have 
done throughout the years in combating, crime, subversion, 
and communism in our nation* Tour courage and patriotism is 
outstanding, and certainly gives so many of us moral support 
to say the least. 

Now Sir, unfortunately I just have to ask you a questiqfrj) 

Why in the world, wasn't the file on Dr. Martin Luth er _K 3 j 
ever brought to the public attention of^*he~American people? 

I realize that your hands are tied down in so many ways, but 
Sir, because of the tragic in Memphis, this man is now a hero* 

Because of this unfortunate and terrible murder of this man, 
not only will M L King become a hero and symbol, but also 
race relations between both black and white Americans alike 
will be strained all the more. Don't you think that all this 
could have been prevented by exposing this mans background to 
a Federal Grand Jury? I believe that it would have been a good 
start in the right direction for Americans to at least start t 
live together as Christians. 

\As I said above Sir, I realize that your hands are tied as 
Ito what you can do. However, there are people who could have 
idone something. Why didn't they? Finally, Mr. Hoover, are we 
to sit by and watch our country go down the drain? I just don't 
know what to think. 






^ I would like very much to hear from you Sir, if you could just 

e rift vtfl a rml* a ^ ma •PU V kfah f aw ti wa** - — — 

o pax v- a luximut j. ui • a licuin / vu a^axu ju w/i jr uuj.ug jrvu ua r u 

^ done, and God Bless you always ’ r - 


for the Republic 
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Date: 4/17/68 

cwcsrricn r*3 


TO: 

FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 
SAC, NEW YORK (IOO-I 36585 ) 


(Type in plaintext or codel^tliuli, fT™? -P^/J /U\ I U 

KEASOf; FC; r; u 2 \: 4 r\ * * 
- fcim, h. i-?-i ? . .«*■. 

(Priority) DATE OF REVIEW rea I. ii/~ 
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NY teletype to the Bureau 4/17/68. 


STO^^T: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. . 

SM-C /S J 

: a (OOrATLANTA) ~ I H - rj 

. ~ Re NY teletype to the Bureau 4 / 17 / 68 , A*.\^ j 

w v\\^ cyA 

( There are enclosed for th^^Rjyjaaiill copies of ' ^ 
an LHM containing information fromJI^^^^HF on 4/16/68 L&) 

c °^ cer n ^ ng a conversation between ffl^^^n^^ISON and * l-T/ \ 
CORETTA KING In which LEVISON counseled CORETTA on actions 
she should take. A/g 


3 >«ureau ( 100-1 
57-B4?8 
3-Atlanta (Enel 
( 1 - 100 - 
(1-157- 

2-Newark (100- 
( 1 - 100 - 

1-New York (100- 
1-New York (100- 
1-New York (I 57 . 
1-New York (100- 
1-New York (100- 
1-New York flOO* 
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) (WASHINGTON SPRING PROJECT \ e APR 18 1968 
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) (WASHINGTON SPRING PROJECT) 8 APR 18 1968 
) (Ends. 2) (RM) 

) (DAVE DELLINGER) _ 

-111180) (STANLEY LEVISON) (4l) 

-149194) (COMINFIL SCLC) (43) 

- 205?) (WASHINGTON SPRING PROJECT) (43) . 
-162392) (10 DAYS OF PROTEST) >(42} /\ flj 

-153735) (CIRM) % y v ’ Mft 

-136585) p.OJpiliiT!AtrTj \Ml* 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


New York, New York 
April17, 1968 


Bufile 100-106670 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

2-nr 

CUCSTXD CVa/fL~i,i 

. EXTEKDED 

%. y FEASON FCi; EXTENSION 4 

COB FT FC1M, II, 1-2.4.2. T... 

flr'V-' DATE OF REViEW FOR ^ 

DECLASSIFICATION. HtJJ * \X 


Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Security Matter - C 








A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
nformation in the-past, learned on April 16, 1968 , that 
on that date, Stanle^tevlson was in contact with Coretta King, 
wife of Martin Luther King, deceased head of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). Levison told Coretta 
^ that Joahr-Davis ( a .publisher* s representative) has a good idea 
jj f which is that^Coretta should negotiate now with some publisher 
' for a book on Martin Luther Kinc and herself but with the 


for a book on Martin Luther King and herself but with the 
provision that Coretta would not haj^e to make delivery for a 
year or two. He said this would gljve her the highest posslhiD 
price in view of the great interest/ at the present tlme.j^*^ 


Coretta noted that Da\f**Dellinger (National Director, . 
National Mobilization Committee to^End The War in Vietnam) has i/y 
been trying to get her to make an appearance "at his peace . "t 
thing" (the major mass anti-Vietnam demonstration planned for 
Central Park, New York City on April 27, 1968 ) and that Andrew 
Young (Executive Vice President of the SCLC) thinks shejBhould 
do it because of the stalemate on the peace question 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Levison warned Coretta about allowing Dellinger 
to pressure her and said she should not allow herself to be 
Overexposed” or "overused 1 ' because he feels people will 
try to exploit her to make their own Jobs easier. However, 
Levlson and Coretta agreed that she should try to appear 
at the peace meeting of April 27. Levison said he would 
contact Dellinger for more details. 

Coretta commented that she wants to support the 
Poor People's Campaign Mother's Day March (part of the SCLC's 
Poor People's Campaign scheduled for Washington, D.C.) and 
wants to try to mobilize women. She noted that she had planned 
to hold a meeting in Hew York City on April 5, 1968, calling 
together the heads of various women's organizations to talk 
about what women could do about the Poor People's Campaign, 
the Welfare Mother's March, and the Emergency Coalition of 
Women which succeeded the Jeanette Rankin Brigade. She 
wanted to know if a new date has been set for the Poor People's 
march and Levison stated that no new date has been set yet. 

They agreed she shoi^d try to appear at the Mother's Day 
March of the 12th. 

Coretta noted that Helson Rockefeller (Governor of 
Hew York) had called her that day to ask if the SCLC, or 
if she personally, needed money. She said she referred him 
to Andrew Young on both questions. Coretta added that 
Rockefeller stated that, after things calm down, he and his 
wife would like to get together with her and her children .^ 

Levison commented that, although Helson Rockefeller 
is a politician, he, Levison, believes Rockefeller is sincere 
in what he said. Levison said he believes this because he 
knows Rodman Rockefeller and that Stephen Rockefeller has been 
a contributor to SCLC. Levison thinks the Rockefeller family 
have been properly trained on "this question"^ 
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April 17, 1968 
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Demopolis, Alabama 36 
Dear 




V* 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATEsk-f&—BY 

fee-7* 

I have received your letter of April 12th, with 
enclosure, and certainly appreciate your kind comments con¬ 
cerning my administration of the FBI. I want to assure you 
that we In the FBI will continue to discharge our responsi¬ 
bilities in the internal security field with the same hi gh degree 
of thoroughness and dispatch which have characterised our 
investigations In the past. 


MA&£Q 2 

V> 

APR 1 7)968 


COMM-FK 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no informatiefe^fi 




OIESSISS* 



TtlM 


WMG:lmf 
(3) 


with correspondent. 


Motor 


Biatoop 
Casper 

?~ ,Bd 

% 



si |H 


Suiiiw 
4y T ®vel 
Trotter 


Tele. Room 
Holme. 
Gandy 




'6ZAPR 2VW&: 


TELET^PEVNIT L_J 







On 







Mr. Callahan 


DSMOPOLIS. ALABAMA 

April 12,1968 


Mr. Tavel _ 
Mr. Trotter _ 
Tgle. Room 
Mibb Holmes 
Miss Gandy . 


Mr«J.Edgar Hoover 

Chief 6f Federal Bureau Of Investigation 

WasM ncton-H-(1 - 


Dear Sir: 




I feel sure you are aware and familiar with the characteristics 
of most of the nationally known persons# How ever in my opinion 
the ^closed editorial comes as close to expressing the true 
colors under which the individual(is) was sailing,as I have seen* 

Even tho some of the leaders of this country have become sentimental 
and due to either fear or personal gain,have let their sentimentality 
overide their better judgement,rest assured that there are many,who [j 
thank God we still have a man like you that we can depend on to 
continue your consistent vigilance# ^ 

I firmly beleive that my thinking is the same as mil li ons of other 
middle class Americans and that is:Due to the constant blunders made by 
the leaders of this country.and there is nothing for sure in sight that 
there will be any change for the better,we are going to have to depend 
on someorganization such as your department to prevent this country 
from going into chaos# 

I ^Kr• Hoover,regardless of the amount or type of pressure that well 
organized pressure groups use,DO NOT DEVIATE CR GIVE IS# 

I Having a man like yourthat represents a fine department like yours, gives 
me some feeling of security# 
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Dr. King’s Double-Talk 


! “I DON'T LIKE to predict violence,” 
lied Dr. King from the pulpit of the 

4.- %r^4 i_-.1 

I n <amug tw naijuiuii v^iuicui <u duuu«;, 

“but if nothing Is done between now 
and June to raise ghetto hopes, 1 foel 
this summer will not only he as hid, 
but worse than last year.” 

* O« kny^W « !*«• «>AA^r OTkan mOerlua 
4 uv lkjvb, a ten jtoj j. ntiui uioMifv 

I resistance was popular in the South, 
1 Southern demagogues said that violence 
would ensue if the schools (or places 
1 of public accommodation or whatever 
l was at issue at the moment) were de- 
< segregated. 

* It was plainly an open invitation to 
^ those prone to violence to get busy and 
! prove that their lender was right. They 
: were provided not only with a high-level 
. excuse but almost a command perform- 
.* aoce. The Northern liberals screamed 
! “incitement.” They were right. We said 
’ as much. 

Now we are saying that the canonized 
King is peddling violence grotesquely 
' camouflaged as its opposite and obscene- 
I ly disguised by religion. For some time 
we have despaired that the northern 
' liberals he had gulled would ever see 
‘ this black demagoguery to what it is. 
There are signs of hope now. As King 
-~'V. «nn/ij*v fresh from a non-violent 


the Cathedral Sunday. “Nor are we com¬ 
ing to tear up Washington.” 

Fresh in everybody’s memory was the 
still smoking fires of Memphis, which 
the Reverend had fled with all deliberate 
speed once the inevitable consequences 
of his mob action became a little hot I 


to his liking. 

II Washington is still standing In 
August, the troops may be dispatched ; 
to the conventions in Chicago and Miami, j 
King said, to try some non-violent j 
persuasion there. 

Considering the manpower available to 
Washington, it is conceivable that 
violence can be prevented. Conceivable. 


|But ’the odds favor what one Justice 
official described as making 
iphis “look like a tea party by com- 



At least Adam Clayton Powell is honest 
about it. He said in Florid* Sunday: 


“The concept of non-violence is finished. 
You’ve got to cut the umbilical cords. 
Forget your parents' world, your, 
preachers’ world — they’re finished ... 
I’m calling for total revolution of young 
people, black and white, against toe tick 
society of America.” 

That’s his line, frankly stated. Grant 
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April 18, 1968 



Your letter of April 15th has been received* 

In response to your inquiry # information in our 
files must be maintained as confidential pursuant to regulations 
of the Department of Justice. 


Sincerely yours , 
Jm Edgar Hoovetf 




NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
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Mr. J , Edgar Hoover 
Director F.B.I. 
Washington, D. C. 




April 15, 1968 


Dear Mr. Hoover* 

To ay way of thinking it was shocking to see the 
American Flag at half maet following the death of Martin Luther^ing, 
businesses and shops and factories, many of them had~~t?r e rr flags at — 
half mast. I happen to be Catholic and my own church declared a day 
of mourning for him. 1 fly the flag and kept it up the top although 
I have at times lowered it at half mast, when General McArthur passed 
away, again then John Kennedy died although I disagreed with hie po¬ 
licies, I believed it was the right thing to do, then again for 
Herbert Hoover but not for Martin Luther King. 


When the opportunity arrises where I can raise an 
objection to Buch things I don't fail to do so but there are bo many 
people that disagree with me that it’s maddening. I know that this 
King is a member of the Communist Party and that is the purpose of 
this letter, to find out once and for all "is he or isn't he?". 

Would you please send me photostats of what you have on this man 
insofar as communism is concerned, I would keep it in my car and 
when an arguement came up as to where I ever got such a:„silly idea 
that Martin Luther King was a communist I could throw this in their 
faces and aBk them if they still want to deny it, this would be the 
authority. There are too many people giving me the ha-ha about this 
I mpst prove to them beyond any reasonable doubt that I am right and 
they are wrong. 





1 don't suppose there Is a list of subversives in 
my area unless the office in Nashua has such a list. It would be 
interesting to know how many people I meet on the street that are 
members of the Communist Party, 1 would Just love to tell some of 
these people "you are a member of the Communist Party" and have toe 
proof to back me up, right out of theBureau of Federal Investigation, 

Your reply would be greatly appreciated. <£*=2 *2^ 
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' April 17, 1968 



I have received your letter of April 10th and 
certainly appreciate your kind sentiments. 


t . In res ? on8e to your Inquiries, while I would 
like to be of assistance, Information In our files muet be 
maintained as confidential in accordance with regulations 
of the Department of Justice. 
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April 10 1968 



Hon. J, Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

If my memory serves me rightly I read something, a few years ago, 
to the effect that the F. B. I. had evidence in its files that 
Martin Luther King attended Communist schools. 

Also, does the F. B. I. have any information on the educational 
discipline (i.e. courses, years of study, thesis) that M. L. K. 
underwent to earn the degree of doctor of theology? 

Again, does your department have any information on the organization, 
and the color of its background (i.e. philosophy), that promoted 
K. L. K. for the Nobel Peace Prize? 


Concerning myself: I am a Catholic priest, ordained 30 years, 
and I have spen^nost of my priestly life in Chicago as a science 
teacher at High School (during that time I talked to many of 

your agents when they came to our school seeking inforrration about 
our graduates). I was assigned to parish work hereJHHHllast 
December ’67. I am a citizen of the United States. 


p (J 


A 


Thanking you for any comments that you see fit to make to the 
first three paragraphs (it will be used for my own background information 
and not for publication) and trusting that God will continue to 
bless your life and your work, I am 



sincerely 


h to 
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April 17, 1966 


SEC- W 


-10 


- 33?7 


hoenlx, Arizona 65040 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


UN It 


Your letter of April llth has been received. 

mn „, A ... . . response to your Inquiry, while I certainly 

remin d ^ be of assistance, Information In our flies must 
of Justice nflden0al PUr8Uant to regulations of the Department 


MAI uez 


APR i ? 1968 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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WMG:dkw 
( 3 ) aOckr^ 


*1 


'1 =af; 




teletype UNIT (—3 




<v»\* 3 r ■ 


v • 0^ 


rr-rriSBOa W* 


jv C I -7 7. ..c- 

OTKL^v.. XSii**. 





I! 


i! 


i- 


i' 

i' 

i 


j| 

j; 


THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION* 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sirs, 


B~ f * D ou f declaring that the files of your 

I^rtin'r JrfP&f 3 haT ® 1)6911 8eeD » includes materials proving Dr. 
I^rtin Luthei^ing Jr. was a Communist. I would appreciate wt£d f.™ 
you indicating the truth or falseness of this aooXonT 
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Somerville, Massachusetts .02143_ 

hU<) 


Dear Sir: 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNlLASSiFIED 

DATESL&f*_ 


Your letter of April 9th has been received. 


3 


F-S M 
S- [.-4 
C t-J 
CJ I -’ 


*5 


c 

►* 

f- 


<L. 


LO 


fe} 

r/I 


At a press conference on November 18, 1964, I did 
the statement that Martin Luther King was the most notorious liar in the 
country. I did so because he had grossly distorted the facts concerning 
our Special Agents handling civil rights investigations in the South. 

With respect to your allegation that thi£ Bufihu has not 
shown enthusiasm in protecting the rights of all citizens, iwant to posi¬ 
tively assure you that the FBI has and will continuh to discharge Us 
responsibilities with the highest degree of thoroughness &d dispatch 
without apology to anyone. Our Investigations of alleged>iolations of 
Federal laws protecting civil rights are conduct^'as ace all our 
operations, in a thorough, straightforward manner, ai^only where we 
have jurisdiction. If no Federal law is involved, we rittl not—cannot— 
investigate the offense, no matter how serious the crime or how loud 
the outcry of offended parties or groups. Jurisdictional lines must be 
adhered to if the integrity of democratic government is to be preserved. 

it at a 'ij tcne any facts 

/ xfcdJ you woufci let mfe 

r'~ •■tl".' !$,£<*'■ t r' ' ~ f ' 

* iC '0 BfiHQb 

Very truiy y&irj, 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. In view 
of his unfounded and unwarranted allegation of lack of enthusiasm in our 
civil rights investigations it is believed that this type of reply is appropriate 
as a means of attempting to straighten this individual out. 
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Dear Mr, Hoover, 

There could be no more appropriate time 
to call to your attention that fact that you 
once called the good and great man who waa laid 
to rest today "the most notorious liar in the 
country . - 


dS 

. to*. Tolson^.^ 

'Mr. ML hr 
Mr. 

Mr. |'a?pfr_ 

Mr. CalJ&han . 
Mr. Conrad ... 

Mr. Frit_ 

Mr. Gale 

MrJJfvJdi 

_ 

otter _ 

Room_ 

Mfcs Holmes . - 
Miss Gandy_ 


*irst of all* you had no business making 
this statement, iou run the r*a, and it is not 
your function to pass judgement on the veracity 
of public figures. Second, your statement was 
in itself an outright lie. Thirdly, you have * 
never had the decency, so far as * know, to 
publicly retract this falsehood and apologize 
to nr. King, while you can no longer apologize 
to him personally, it is high time you did 
admit your mistake in public, and the sooner 
the better. 

I also recall tha + . the Phi has never 
shown any ehthuaiasm for protecting the rights 
of our Southern black citizens anyway. It is a 
sad commentary on your understanding of what 
American democracy is all about that while you 
were busy warning of commies under every bed- 
sheet you never saw any danger to democracy 
in the brutal denial of basic rights by the 
racists in this country. 



I also object to the fact that for years 
you have seemed to think the FBI and yourself 
are virtually independent of the Attorney 
General and the President, when in fact you 
are subordinate to both. Neither vou nor 
General Herahey seem to hav^wfiax the true 
functions of your operations are. 




President Johnson made ^Regrettable 

( mistake when he waived the rtftifcement require¬ 
ments in your case, however, [ yo u} coulcU'eaal l: 
correct that mistake 
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yde, Ohio 43410 


L1NF0RWAT10U COUTWNED. 

JgESV 


Dear 


Your letter of April 9th has been received, 

on „ ^ T l ply P your < l uestl0D * the FBThas never made 

Zw w S t0 *, the */ f t Ct tha t-Martln L utheHcinf was a com- 
hiformation of this nature, whether substantiated or not, 
ould not be released under provisions of an order issued by the 

nature ° f Justlce P ertainln 6 to all matters of a confidential 

Sincerely yours, 


Tolson _ 

DeLoacti 

Mohr _ 

Bishop _ 
Co,per _ 

Callahan 

Conrad _ 

Felt _ . 

Sale J 
Rout f * 
Suliiv/Tj 

T ovel *._ 

Trotter _ 

Tele. Roaj 
Holmes J 
Gandy _1 


J, Edgar Hoover* 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with 


correspondent. 
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Director J. Edgar Hoover 
Dear Mr. Hoover: 

In our little village of Clyde, Ohio, a rumor 
is getting started that Martin Luther King was a Communist. 

This was reported to be a report written by an F. B.I. 

Agent. 

I can’t believe this to be true and wish to stop this 

rumor. 

I am white but feel we do not need any more reason 
for friction between the races than we already have. 

I Can you inform me as to whether one of your agents 

may have published a report of this kind, or is this just 
another false story to stir up trouble. 

Please advise at your earliest convlence. 

Heaven help us all if we do not begin to adopt a more 
Christian attitude about other races or political beliefs. 


Thanking you 
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Prichard, Alabama 36610 


Dear 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATEcgi&fcL-BYSrtOfrukL 

bone 


Your letter of April 11th has been received. 


„„ ,. t u response to your Inquiry, while I certainly 
would like to be of assistance. Information in our files must 

of Justice nfidCnUal pur8uant to regulations of the Department 

^ Sincerely yours, 

Edgar Hoove? 

^ * 

T ' J o\V^ 

\ ^ TE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with -correspondent. 
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April 11, 1968 


Th© Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D. C. 

Dear Sirs: 

O I would like to believe that Martin Luther 
j-JLr was the man he was said to be in all*" 
the television conmentary related to his death 
and funeral. On the other hand, it is said 
that both he and his wife were strongly in¬ 
fluenced by the comsunist movement. 


It is possible for the information 
that you have to be made public, I would like 
to receive it. 


Sincerely yours. 
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OF INSANITY 
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EDITORIAL 
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WXYZ-TV Regularly presents 

... . . i ’ ■*/ r t.' T , 

eoitonals on topics of '_~— 

vital interest to its viewers. 

Clearly labeled as opinion, 
these television editorials are 
delivered by the Vice- 
President and General 
Manager of WXYZ-TV, 

John J. McMahon. 

Your comments concerning 
this editorial will be 
greatly appreciated. 


Joe Vaughn, Editorial Director 
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TELEVISION STATION 


^More than a bullet kille d Rev. Martin Luther 
Q- ^king . The real cause of his death was the 
insanity that has pitted man against man in a 
struggle that should never have been necessary. 


Dr. King loved his country ... and its ideals ... 
or, he would not have fought so long, nor exposed 
himself to so much peril in order to win the 
blessings of freedom for all men. 

Only those who don't believe in the American 
Dream could possibly have been responsible 
for his death. For death and destruction 
certainly are not part of that ideal. 

I The death of this man of God must have a 
message for all of us in Detroit. Faced with 
such a terrible alternative ... we must dedicate 
ourselves to the ideals which he symbolized ... 
of peace, freedom, and love for all men. 


The above editorial was telecast on April 5, 
6, 7, 8, 1968. 
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